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IS WAR GOOD. FOR ARCHITECTURE? 


HEN the war was but a few weeks old one 
of our senior architects, in addressing certain 
younger members and students of the 
profession, told them that “ war was good 
for art.” He evidently desired to signify that 

the art of architecture was specially included in the maxim, and 
‘he offered it as a cheering promise held out to architects by 
Armageddon. The note he struck was one of stalwart 
optimism. “ Bear up, brothers!” he said in effect. “ War may 
be a terrible thing, but—be of good cheer: it is good for 
architecture.” He was supported by another eminent exponent 
of the art of building, who held out this same message of hope 
as an independent idea for which he took personal responsibility, 
and the precept may therefore be supposed to be rooted in the 
deeper wisdom that trims the sails and directs the course of 
architectural taste. To what extent the apothegm nourished 
the young men who on such occasions are supposed to sit with 
minds held open to receive what is put into them is beyond 
conjecture, but the question raised is of some interest. 

It is evident that the speaker referred to the art of 

architecture, and not by any means to the profession, for that 
would have been a fatuous commonplace, true indeed, but true 
without wisdom or even good sense. A man might with as 
much weight say that ‘‘ war was good for agriculture,” having 
in mind that it broke up and manured the land. It is obvious 
that war which knocks down buildings and lays architects in the 
dust may be crudely said to benefit a profession which thrives 
where there are many buildings to design and few architects 
to design them. This was certainly not the speaker’s meaning. 
What he intended to convey, of course, was that war is good 
for the art of architecture, because it reacts on national ideals 
and emotions, rendered stale by the ennui of prosperity, and 
brings about changes of feeling which conduce to an epoch of 
virile expression in art. War, in his opinion, purges the blasé, 
exotic sentiments of a people and re-establishes a more 
primitive, and therefore a more wholesome and vigorous, 
emotional sense. 
_ But what does all this amount to? A revolutionary change 
in national concepts would certainly not help the established 
architect to an enlargement of his attainments or lift him to a 
higher plane of achievement. Such readjustment of public 
taste would rather spell disaster for any man who has outlived 
the receptive years of his life. It is clear that the speaker did 
not suppose that war was going to benefit him or his contem- 
poraries, for he would realise that it would thrust him into 
obscurity by bringing into discredit the whole system of ideas 
in which he had learned to express himself. It would set up 
a system to which he was a stranger. He would lose foothold 
and be compelled, at the sedate climacteric, and burdened 
with the mental habits of half a century, to clamber to a new 
eminence from which to proclaim himself. Othello’s occupation 
would be gone ! 

Nor could the speaker suppose he was offering any very 
exhilarating prospects to the young men whom he addressed. 
These young men could hardly be expected to look forward 
with glad anticipations to a future in which their convictions 
would become a heresy and their aspirations a staled memory. 
Each, too, would expect to suffer in proportion as his attain- 
ents were great or small. The more each had acquired by 
merit and industry the more he would have to discard ; the 
more steadfast the enthusiasm of each the more difficult his 
attainment under the new order. In the mélée of readjustment 


7 who had the least to divest himself of would be the first off 
'¢ mark and the lightest burdened. The race he was engaged 





in would be stopped in mid-course, and the runners turned 
about towards a new winning-post from which the leaders 
would be furthest removed. The first would be last and the 
last first. This is not a proposal likely to fire the hopes of 
runners who have embarked in a race with intention of keeping 
a good place in it, and such runners are the only sort worth 
talking about. 

The above considerations make it clear that the speaker 
desired to convey by his maxim that the changes in our national 
life, sentiment, social codes, fashions, ideals, ethics, and religious 
temper, brought about by stress of war, are such as conduce to 
the upraising of “schools” of art which are marked by 
posterity as constituting great epochs. It does not, however, 
appear that even this exalted conception is such as could be 
expected to fire the ambition or soothe the perturbations of 
the most steadfast prig in any audience of young men. Art 
and unction have been kept apart, and rightly so, ever since 
Ruskin showed how they can disport themselves when in 
leash; and of all those unmanly qualities of which war is 
destructive surely unctuousness is the most vulnerable. The 
prig is an exotic blooming in an emasculated civilisation. He 
is a counterblast to degeneracy, and that is the best that can 
be said for him. Social perversions manure his roots and keep 
him in blossom. The thing that fires the aspirations of the 
artist is not flummery about the dignity of art or the mission of 
the artist, but the passionate desire of a man who is more 
keenly and feelingly alive than his fellows to express himself 
supremely, here and now. He craves the power and the will 
to so excel and the luck to succeed, and the man who does so 
excel, whether he finds success or not, is ipso facto a great 
artist of his own time. Whether he is to be a great artist of any 
other time will not trouble him; but unless he is a great artist 
of his own age —a man who reflects his environment, and whose 
art reacts or comments on the sentiments and moods of the 
times in which he lives—he will assuredly be esteemed a great 
artist in no age at all. He will be regarded as a crank while he 
lives and a cipher when he is dead. A man indeed cannot get 
away from the associations of his time ; he could as easily get 
out of his skin, ani his contemporaries cannot gauge his merits 
except through the mist of prejudices of thought and feeling 
which enshroud both them and him alike. They cannot see his 
work in the perspective of the future. Moreover, an artist 
is no more responsible for the subtle quality of personality 
which makes his creations esteemed of posterity than he is 
accountable for the shape of his ears ; and an artist, or group of 
artists, can no more hope to consciously build up a great school 
of art than a farmer, or a syndicate of farmers, can bring about 
a good year for turnips. No architect, however well backed up by 
war, could survive the enervating consequences of being taught 
that he was embarking upon the upraising of a great art, which 
is the first lesson in the first page of the first chapter of the 
prig’s text-book. It is stimulating to look back on history and 
recall how many of the world’s masters in the arts worked in 
poverty and distress. They had, in necessity, a better motive 
than duty to their art. They did not work to meet the calls 
of a system of expression; they worked to meet the calls of 
landlord. 

It was Ruskin, in the “ Crown of Wild Olives,” who in his 
overwhelming, dogmatic, and entrancing manner laid down, 
and first popularly laid down, that on a wide survey of history 
‘“* you must have war to produce art.” *‘ As peace is established 
or extended in Europe the arts decline.” ‘‘ Peace and the vices 
of civil life only flourish together.” ‘‘ The words that the 
Muse of History couples together are—peace and sensuality— 
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peace and selfishness—peace and death.” This teaching has 
been. disposed of more or less satisfactorily by writers who have 
shown that there has never been such a cessation of war as 
would warrant a conclusive observation. The history of 
Europe has been the history of phases of war; its waxing and 
waning ; its recuperations and preparations. The subject is 
too large to discuss here, and the question, “ Will the present 
war be good for architecture ?” is on entirely another plane. 
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To introduce the idea that war should set us cogitating ourselves 
for the revelation of a great art is to. take a step towards 
re-establishing that very system of unwholesome, mawkish 
introspection which it is the good office of war, if it has any 
good offices, to discredit and wipe out. To inculcate such ideas 
is to encourage architects to follow the example of those 
philosophers of whom Carlyle said that they sought the 
apocalypse of nature in the study of their own navels. 





NOTES. 


We are glad to read in the Times a protest signed 
Charing Cross by Mr. Ernest Newton, as President of the Royal 
Bridge. Institute of British Architects, and Sir Aston Webb, 
as Chairman of Council London Society, protesting 
against the adoption of the South-Eastern Railway Company’s 
proposal to strengthen one-half of Charing Cross Bridge by casing the 
existing piers with stonework. It is pointed out that the work 
will add nothing to the much-needed accommodation for road traffic 
across the river at Charing Cross, and will tend to prolong the existence 
of the present unsightly bridge for an indefinite period. Though the 
work is not to be undertaken until the termination of the war, it is 
feared that if the railway company obtain powers the work may be 
put in hand without adequate discussion. A strong case may be 
made out for the removal of the station to the southern side of 
the river, apart from which the whole scheme appears to be a 
piece of unsatisfactory patchwork which neither from a constructional 
nor «sthetic standpoint will meet with approval from those who 
have considered the problem. The removal of the station and the 
building of a really fine bridge at this point approached from 
Trafalgar-square would be a scheme which would commend itself 
to all as a fine memorial of the present epoch in our history. 


Tue Press gives indications of the manner in which 
Economy in the (iovernment proposes to promote economy, over 
Public which the Observer indulges in a little stately mirth. 
Services. We learn that the expense of a periodical search for 
conspirators in the vaults of the Houses of Parliament 
by the aid of lanterns is to be discontinued, and that stationery 
supplies are to be cut down by the substitution of half for whole 
sheets of paper and even by a saving in the cost of envelopes ! 
Further, we know that museums are to be closed, that children 
under five are not to be admitted to schools except in special cases, 
that powers should be obtained to enable Old Age Pensions to be 
temporarily suspended when the pensioners’ means are increased above 
the statutory limit, but only, it is stated, temporarily. We wonder 
why ? We do not suggest that these and other economies are 
not altogether praiseworthy, and that by an indefinite multipli- 
cation of such items it may be possible to pay the expenses of 
the war for two days, but we think that the greatest of all economies 
now and in the future is probably to be found in employing the 
right men in the right places, in spite of time-honoured precedent to 
the contrary. It is said by some extremists that architects know 
more about the design and construction of buildings than eminent 
Royal Engineers, and that they might do more service to the State 
in doing work they understand than in becoming ordinary munition 
workers. Still, it is possible that they are wrong, and that the general 
public should employ engineers as architects, and perhaps discover 
the architects’ real forte to be horticulture or laundry-work. Many 
Gilbertian positions have arisen in our midst the literary treatment 
of which should form a fruitful theme for future novelists. 





Tue pages of the Bystander contain an eloquent 

The Lady plea for the lady architect and a vigorous denuncia- 
Architect tion of the sins of the ordinary men who fail so 
Again. pitifully in that capacity. Why, it is asked, is 
woman, who lives most of her time in houses, which 

are shockingly planned by man, not to have any room she may call 
her own? The man has his dressing-room and his study all to 
himself ; while woman is only allowed an uncertain share of the 
common rooms of the house. The article is illustrated, not with 
plans of an ideal house, or even diagrams showing the errors made by 
man in his planning, but by figure studies which, though charming, 
are scarcely germane to the subject. We have that hardy perennial 
complaint of the absence of cupboards which, until she comes to 
plan, the woman imagines take up no space and cost nothing at all. 
There is a great opportunity which the pioneers of the woman’s 
movement might seize at the end of the war. Why not have a garden 
city laid out by women, its houses built by women, and its finances 
organised by women? Insuch a city truly we might be a little nearer 


Heaven than elsewhere ; in such a city every house might be a haven 
of refugé. No chimney would smoke, no draughts be felt ; we should 
be surrounded with cupboards in every room ; all windows would 
look due south except the kitchen and larder ; all windows would 
have the best views. The rates might indeed be high, as such 
houses, though economical to build—for nothing would be forgotten or 
overlooked—would be so much sought after that rents and rates 
would rise, unless indeed the syndicate removed that difficulty by 
wise enactments. The only drawback would be the nuisance caused 
by the remaining men architects—the last of an evil generation—who 
would be always measuring and sketching in the vicinity. 


Mr. JOSEPH PENNELL sees, like all great artists, beauty 

Germany at in the modern development of science, and at the 
Work. Leicester Galleries the exhibition of drawings and 
lithographs serves as a reminder to all of us of the 

wonders of the age in which we are living. The view of ‘“ Vulcan 
Shipbuilding Yard ” (No. 9) shows a great steel-framed shed of which 
Mr. Pennell says: “‘ As beautiful as the wooden roof of a cathedral— 
quite as difficult to draw and much more exciting.’”” While of 
the ““Gas Works at Berlin” he writes :—‘‘ The gasometers are 
built inside the great castles, and so become picturesque instead of 
eyesores.”” We admit the picturesqueness, but question whether 
the raison d’élre of the construction can be defended any more than 
that of the Tower Bridge. ‘‘ Building the Bridge, Cologne,” is one 
of the most vivid and arresting of a very fine series of drawings ; 
while two views of Leipzig Station, now under construction, form 
magnificent subjects for Mr. Pennell’s skill. He compares English 
architecture—which “looks all alike ’’—and American buildings— 
which “look like Greek temples ’’—unfavourably with German 
buildings—which “look what they are.’’ We think that the habit 
of sketching buildings under construction possibly prevents the 
artist from giving due weight to their value when completed, which 
is where German work usually fails. Another very fine subject is the 
‘** Building of Bismarck No. I, Hamburg ’’—a view of the gigantic 
ship end on, with an immense crane over it. All should make a 
point of visiting the exhibition, which gives an impressici: both of 
Mr. Pennell's skill and the world of energy and purpose which is 
behind Germany. In the same galleries is included an exhibition of 
the delightful work of Mr. George Wetherbee, R.O.I. His pictures 
are full of warm mellow colour and atmosphere, and it is difficult 
to pick out examples where all reach so high a standard. Perhaps 
we may say that No. 29 (‘‘ Where Virgil Sang”), No. 7 (“‘ The Dark 
Hill’), and No. 25 (“‘ A Veiled Sunset ’’) were among the pictures 
which pleased us best. 








By the death of Sir Laurence Gomme London loses 
AGreat one of her most prominent citizens, a personality 
Londoner. closely connected with the pioneer work of the 
London County Council—the first real expression of 
the determination to make the metropolis something better than an 
agglomeration of local vestries presided over by that mysterious 
body, the Metropolitan Board of Works. Sir Laurence Gommes 
ambition was that the Council should become the most perfect 
example of municipal administration in the kingdom, and he devoted 
all his powers of organisation to that end. In common with that of 
Mr. Riley, his name will be remembered for the pioneer services he 
has rendered to the great new municipality and its ever-extending 
requirements, and to the clear grasp of broad principles by the recog- 
nition of which alone order could be evoked out of chaos. The actual 
period during: which he held the office of Clerk to the Council was 
fourteen years, from 1900 to 1914 ; but his whole working career was 
spent in the service of the Metropolitan Board of Works and the 
London County Council, and his hours of recreation were largely 
taken up with studies bearing on the history and associations of the 
city in which he took such pride. Every movement for the preserva 
tion of historic London and the betterment of new London found in 
him a strong supporter, while his literary bent was evidenced in his 
editing of the Antiquary, the Archeological Review, and the Folklore 
Review. He founded the Folklore Society, and was the author 
of many works on folklore and other antiquarian subjects. His 
personality was singularly winning, and his loss will be felt by a a 
large circle of frends as well as by the Council of which he was or 
long so distinguished a servant, but many now living have been 
inspired by the example of his energy and enthusiasm. 
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THE LONDON CHURCHES 
OF WREN AND _ LATER 
ARCHITECTS OF THE 
RENAISSANCE. 

No. XVIL—St. James, Garlickhythe. 


Tue church, of St. James, Garlickhythe, 
faces Garlick-hill, between its upper termina- 
tion by Mansion House Station and Upper 
Thames-street. Garlick-hill owed its name, 
according to Stow, to the fact that garlick 
was sold on the banks of the river near the 
church. 

The former church, which contained monu- 
ments to Lady Stanley, whose husband had a 
mansion on Paul’s-hill Wharf, and to her son, 
perished in the Great Fire, and the present church 
was built by Wren, its foundation-stone being 
laid in 1676 and its final completion taking 
place in 1683. The church has narrow aisles 
separated from the nave by Corinthian columns, 
the entablature of which is returned towards 
the outer walls in the centre, thus indicating 
acruciform outline. The ceiling of the nave is 
coved, the window-heads breaking into the 
curve of the cove with plaster ,roins as in 
All Hallows, Lombard-street, and other churches 
of the period. The church is well lighted by 
windows in each side, but the decorative scheme 
is unpleasing and the woodwork commonplace. 
The exterior treatment is vigorous if a little 
coarse, the tower being flanked on either side 
by curved and pedimented wings. The design 
of the steeple is composed of three square stages, 
the lower marked by two columns at each 
angle, set diagonally, and the middle by curved 
trusses carrying up the line of the angular 
projections below, while the topmost stage is 
square, with “canted -angles and urns standing 
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Wren’s Churches: St. Michael’s, 
Paternoster Royal. 
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above the trusses under. The balustrade. of 
the tower is formed of the curved and pierced 
stonework often employed by Wren in his 
freer designs. Above the entrance is a fine 
clock surmounted by the figure of St. James. 

The only monument of interest in the church 
is that to Seagrave Chamberlain, dated 1675, 
on the north wall. 

With the parish is united that of St. Michael, 
Queenhithe, which stood on the north side of 
Upper Thames-street, and was demolished in 
1876, which we illustrated in our issue of 
February 11. Trinity the Less was one of the 
churches destroyed in the Fire and not rebuilt, 
its parish being united with St. Michael, 
Queenhithe. Its name is preserved in Great 
and Little Trinity-lanes. the advowson of the 
church of St. James, Garlickhythe, has been, 
since the reign of Mary, in the hands of the 
Bishop of London. 


No. XVIII.—St. Michael, Paternoster Royal. 


The church of St. Michael, Paternoster Royal, 
derives its title from the ancient names of 
adjoining lanes, Paternoster-lane and La Riole, 
probably so called because it was inhabited by 
wine merchants trading with La Riole, near 
Bordeaux, the name being subsequently 
corrupted to “ Royal.” 

St. Michael now serves as the parish church 
for four benefices, viz., St. Michael, Paternoster 
Royal; St. Martin, Vintry; All Hallows-the- 





and All Hallows-the-Less. St. Martin 
Vintry, and All Hallows-the-Less' were not 
rebuilt after the Fire. All Hallows-the-Great 
was demolished in 1895. The advowson of 
St. Michael, Paternoster, is in the gift of the 
See of Canterbury. 

Three churches have probably been erected 
on the site. The first was demolished about 
1400 to make room for a larger church, erected 
at the expense of Sir Richard Whittington, 
who, born in 1350, was four times Lord Mayor 
of London in 1396, 1397, 1406, and 1419. 
Besides rebuilding St. Michael’s, he founded a 
college for priests dedicated to the Holy Spirit 
and St. Mary. The college was swept away in 
Henry VIII.’s reign, its library appropriated 
by the Duke of Somerset, and its site acquired 
by the Skinners’ Company * The almshouses 
were preserved, and the foundation is now 
administered by the Mercers’ Company. 

The present church was completed in 1694 
by Edward Stone, master mason to Wren, 
working under his direction. The steeple was 
not added until 1713. The interior is a simple 
parallelogram in form with a coved ceiling. 
The church contains a good pulpit and other 
woodwork, but nothing of exceptional interest. 
Some of the woodwork of All Hallows-the- 
Great is reused in the chancel. Externally 
the most interesting feature is the steeple, 
formed of three circular stages, the lower a ring 
of eight columns, with the entablature broken 
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round each, and the spaces between filled with 
two tiers of windows, the middle a circular 
drum with arched openings and the upper tier 
a smaller circular ‘feature surmounted by a 
vane. As at St. James, Garlickhythe. the 
balustrade round the tower is filled in with 
pierced stonework. The steeple, though un- 
deniably graceful, is a little wanting in emphasis 
and character when compared with Wren’s more 
masculine compositions. 
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BUILDING CONTRACTS. 

The annual meeting of the Glasgow and West 
of Scotland Master Plumbers’ Association was 
held on the 24th ult. in the Christian Institute, 
Bothwell-street, Glasgow. The report by the 
directors was submitted, and stated that 
meetings had taken place during the year with 
other building trades in Scotland and with 
architects and surveyors, under. the chairman- 
ship of Sir George Askwith, Chief Industrial 
Commissioner for Labour, with the view of 
adjusting model conditions of contract for 
building in Scotland. These had been framed, 
and were now in operation, and the feeling was 
expressed that various matters relating to 
building contracts would, by the conditions 
of contract, be put on a more equitable and 
satisfactory basis for all concerned. A mode 


of measurement for plumber work to be 
operative throughout Scotland wasjin course 
of preparation. ; 


THE CARPENTERS’ HALL 
LECTURES : 
THE ENGLISH ROOF. 


Tue fourth spring art lecture arranged by 
the Carpenters’ Company was given in the 
Hall of the Company on the 23rd ult. by 
Mr. Arthur Keen, F.R.I.B.A., whose subject 
was “The English Roof.” In the course of 
his remarks the lecturer said :— 

‘* English people are nothing if not modest 
and unassuming, but we probably do ourselves 
an injustice when we admit, as we are prone to 
do, that we are not an artistic people. As 
a matter of fact we have produced some of 
the finest painters that the world has known ; 
we have an especially English art, and a very 
beautiful one, in water-colour painting. Archi- 
tecture has flourished here exceedingly. Our 
great Gothic churches have a beauty that the 
Continental ones cannot rival; our great 
Renaissance buildings, such as St. Paul’s and 
Greenwich Hospital, hold their own against 
all competitors, and in the craft that the 
Carpenters’ Company had under its rule for so 
many generations we have an art that is in a 
very particular way an English one, and one 
in which the English skill has found few worthy 
competitors. We think of our ships as having 
ever been mighty in battle, and they have also 
been marvels of constructive skill and intrinsic 
beauty ; our timber buildings, sturdy and strong 
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after centuries of wear and weather, are intensely 
beautiful. Where on the Continent of Europe 
can such things as the Guildhall at Lavenham, 
Ford’s Hospital at Coventry, or Great Tangley 
Manor in Surrey be found? Our joinery work 
in the great country houses, in the halls of the 
Trade Guilds, in the organ-cases and fittings 
of the old churches is quite wonderful and 
intensely national in character; and the timber 
roofs of our medieval churches, of the Halls of 
Westminster and Hampton Court, Eltham, 
Exeter, York, and many another place so 
unique, so national, and withal so full of 
power and beauty, possess such a claim on our 
notice that no apology is due to you for 
expatiating on them even in this hall, where 
they have often been dealt with before. 

The roof has been the governing factor in 
the arrangement and contrivance of our build- 
ings, and just as in the East the buildings are 
contrived to support and buttress the dome 
and its surrounding vaults, so in the North 
it is the roof that limits our architecture and 
disposes our churches in long narrow naves 
and aisles and transepts that can be covered 
by a construction formed of timber, which is 
only found in limited lengths. In fact, it is 
the most important consideration in a plan, 
and I suggest to people who like making 
sketch plans for the guidance of their archi- 
tects that they will never make a plan that 
is of any service until they have mastered 
some of the facts about roofing. The old 
farms and cottages, the great manor houses 
that are among the most precious possessions 
of this land owe half their beauty to their 
simple straightforward roofing. The long main 
lines and dignified gables and the great chim- 
neys upstanding at regular intervals group 
themselves into beautiful arrangements, and 
offer a sky-line that is unrivalled in any other 
kind of buildings. 

The simplest possible form of roof is the 
mere lean-to, just a sloping beam laid from 
a high wall to a low one, and it might almost be 
dismissed from consideration, only it is a 
roof that is universally used, and often receives 
very skilful design and workmanship. 

Used in churches it enables the interior to 
be really well lighted by means of clerestory 
windows. What is done in most churches to 
secure good light is to raise walls on the arches, 
between the nave and aisles, with windcws 
in them, and to roof the aisles with iean-to 
roofs at a lower level. These lean-to roofs are 
generally very flat, so that the wall containing 
the windows may not be too high. A wall on 
arches is not a very stable thing, and the lower 
it is the better for its strength and security, 
and, of course, the cheaper. At the same time, 
if the aisle roof is a flat one the side walls can 
be of a good height, and thereby the dignity 
of the church is much enhanced and the aisle 
windows made larger than they would be in @ 
low wall. Sometimes these roofs are of lean-to 
form, and sometimes they are flat roofs sloping 
both ways. Both these forms occur at 
Lavenham in Suffolk. ; 

Most of the old roofs are of very massive 
construction ; often there may be quite twice 
as much material in them as a scientific car- 
penter might think necessary. So obviously 
is this the case that in most instances the old 
carpenters laid their rafters flat instead of 
on edge after the modern fashion. They 
realised that in the course of the centuries 
of a building’s life all kinds of things may 
happen. Alterations may have to be made, 
water may get in and rot off half the substance 
of a beam, a fire may occur, thatch may be 
replaced by tiles or lead. If there is plenty of 
material, the decayed wood can be cut out, 
and a perfectly sound repair can easily 
made, and in any case a building with a large 
reserve of strength will suffer neglect for 
long period without collapsing. In old work 
it is with the roofs as it is with the walls, 
which are so thick that they will remain stand- 
ing long after reaching the point at © nS 
thin modern wall built of better materia 
would fall. And what value there is in ample 
material from the point of view of appearance. 
No amount ef subtle and laborious detail 
will compensate for the want of obvious — 
and good quality in a building. It 1s — 
the only thing that will satisfy us 7 
One of the best-looking roofs 1 ever saw was 
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at North Walsham in Norfolk, and there was 
not a moulding on it anywhere, but the timbers 
in it were enormous. It is a very interesting 
example, because it is so contrived that arcades 
which run from end to end of the church 
without any cross walls are buttressed, and 
stayed seeurely by the nave and aisle roofs being 
connected. The tie beams run right through 
the stonework of the arcading, and are framed 
to upright wall-posts on both sides, so that the 
walls are held as in a vice, and they as a matter 
of fact remained quite upright for nearly 600 
years. It is when we have satisfied every 
requirement of structural completeness ‘that 
the work may be made ornamental with 
carving, moulding, and colour; and it is then 
that we see how finely these big timbers will 
lend themselves to decoration. They will 
bear such rich, full mouldings, such broad 
surface of carving, and the colour decoration 
that was often lavished on them is worthy of 
a lecture all to itself. 

Incidentally, I may point out that the 
moulded work of the old roofs is always 
wrought out of the solid wood. Carved and 
pierced crestings are cut in separate pieces 
and fixed on, always in an honest and obvious 
way, but the mouldings are worked on the solid. 
They are ornamented construction, not con- 
structed ornament. 

The old carpenters loved the sweet simplicity 
of stiff cross beams of enormous size upholding 
the roof and preventing any outward pressure. 
Lead being a favourite covering material, 
it follows that many roofs are practically flat 
and framed like a timber floor, with big cross 
beams, smaller longitudinal ones called purlins, 
and still smaller filling timbers called rafters. 
They have, of course, a slight slope to the two 
sides; they are richly moulded, panelled, ribbed, 
and carved, and often have elaborately-carved 
brackets to support the main beams. 

The constructional problems connected with 
roofs are mainly two in number—to prevent 
outward thrust, and to prevent the rafters 
from bending; and it is in dealing with these 
two problems that most of the scope for decora- 
tive treatment is found. 

Some of these nearly flat roofs have the 
cross beams cut out of bent trees, so as to 
follow the slope of the roof, but it is more usual 
to cut the beam deeper in the centre than at 
the ends, as in an example at Astbury in 
Cheshire. 

There is no getting away from the fact that 
in most old roofs there was'a good deal of 
reliance placed on the fesistance offered by 
the thick heavy walls, but at the same time 
every effort was made to reduce the outward 
pressure on them caused by the sloping roof 
timbers. If you make a small wooden model, 
representing two rafters leaning against each 
other, you find that a slight pressure on the top 
presses the supports at the bottom outwards. 
But if you form a small triangle at the base of 
each rafter by putting down a short horizontal 
piece and a short upright one, both of them 
framed to the rafter, this movement is materially 
checked. This is what the old builders did. 
They put a short timber across the wall, which 
was 2 ft. or more thick, framed the foot of the 
rafter to the outer end of it, and then from the 
inner end of it they put a short upright piece 
also framed to the rafter. At the same time 
they put cross-pieces higher up from rafter to 
rafter, and other pieces across the angles, all 
pegged together, and this gave them what we 
cali a trussed rafter roof—that is to say, a roof 
in which each pair of rafters is trussed or framed 
together so as to be self-supporting. A roof 
like this is broad and satisfying in effect, and 
rich by reason of the constant repetition of its 
many parts. It is a type of roof that was 
used continually in the mid-Gothic period— 
with © fourteenth century and onward—and 
and endless variation in the arrangement 

nd proportions of its parts. Generally the 
pitch of the roof is a steep one, so as to reduce 
rd ag as possible the thrust on the walls. 
Jo W est Country the inner struts and cross- 
0 ape often curved and much continuous, 
that give the roof the appearance of a vault. 
the = cases, and again especially in the West, 
a ie a of these roofs, whether arched 
gular, was boarded to form a ceiling 
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What we may call an open timber ceiling 
in a medieval building, and an example that 
is interesting to Londoners, is that at Crosby 
Hall, pulled down in 1908 and re-erected at 
Chelsea. There were great crossed scissor 
beams to tie in the roof, and this ceiling was 
a practically independent construction below 
them. One imagines the ornamental pendants 
as being the lower ends of constructional posts, 
which is not the case, and in this respect 
we can only feel that the general design is 
unsatisfactory, although the work is so rich 
and beautiful. Sir John Crosby built this 
Hall, and as he acquired the property in 
Bishopsgate in 1466, and died in 1475, the 
date of the ceiling is fixed within a year or 
two. 

Our English carpenter'was a man of remark- 
able initiative, and he was for ever experiment- 
ing with new forms and methods. He realised 
early that the form of the stone arch might be 
adopted in woodwork, and he did adopt it 
freely and fearlessly, taking care to throw the 
ultimate thrust as low down as possible, because 
the walls that carried his work were high and 
were not strengthened much by buttresses. 
The arched form is not merely very pleasing in 
itself, but the ribs of timber that form the arch 
tie and bind into one solid construction the 
principal rafter, the wall pieces, and the collar 
beam, if there is one, near the apex of the 
roof, so that they are as if cut out of one piece 
of wood unbending and without thrust; but, 
of course, as I have pointed out before, in 
actual practice there is inevitably some move- 
ment due to shrinkage and twisting of the 
timber and so forth. Still, so sound and 
practical are they that they seem actually 
to hold and steady the high clerestory walls, 
full of large windows, and balanced on_ high 
arcades, so that they stand safe and well after 
five centuries of wear and strain. 

A modern timber roof truss depends entirely 
on two great factors: one, that timber ‘cannot 
stretch, and the other that used in short lengths 
it cannot bend, and it is about as perfect as 
anything in this imperfect world can be. The 
modern method was not used, as far as I know, 
in medieval England, although in France 
it was adopted freely in forming the roofs of 
the cathedrals, and the wonderful timber 
fléches that adorn the crossing of some of the 
French cathedrals and tower up 120 ft. or 
more clear above the roof were carried by timber 
trusses formed on the principle that we now 
employ. The fléche at Amiens, covered with 
lead and weighing an enormous amount, is 
fully 150 ft. high, and stands above ‘a roof 
that is 160 ft. high off the floor, and there it 
has stood for four centuries. But the English 
carpenters seem to have disliked the appearance 
of tie beams under high roofs, and to have 
striven always for the appearance of height 
and dignity that their arched constructions 
secured. 

One of the greatest inventions of the medizval 
carpenter—one of his most skilful contrivances 
—was the hammer-beam roof. In the early 
trussed rafter roofs there was, as I have pointed 
out, a triangle at the foot of the rafter which 
resisted outward pressure or spreading of the 
roof. In a hammer-beam roof this triangle 
becomes much larger—it projects boldly out 
from the wall, and is upheld by a slanting prop 
or brace jutting out from a wall-post below. 
The triangle thus supported becomes immovable, 
and the roof therefore cannot push the walls 
outwards. This method, once established, 
was recognised as a triumphant success, and 
it was used in the most fearless manner with 
all kinds of developments and modifications. 
The splendid possibilities of decorative treat- 
ment that it offered were seen at once and full 
advantage was taken of them, while the 
possibilities of interchange and variety among 
the many parts that composed the truss gave 
the opportunity for ever fresh treatment. If 
you go through the Norfolk churches you realise 
that the same carpenter must have worked 
in many of them and yet the roofs are never 
alike. 

The finest construction of this class that we 
have, and altogether the most wonderful 
timber roof ever made, is the one at Westminster 
Hall, and a strange thing about it is that it was 
the first roof of its sort to be made—not merely 
the first with the great arched rib running 
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up through the whole construction, but the 
first hammer-beam roof. The work of re- 
roofing Westminster Hall was begun in 1395, 
the materials having been got together during 
two years previously. . John Godmeston, clerk, 
was put in charge of it, and Hugh Herland, 
carpenter, was appointed controller of the work. 
An interesting commentary on the social con- 
ditions of the time is to be noted in the fact 
that Godmeston was authorised to take the 
necessary workmen that he required—masons, 
carpenters, and labourers—wherever found, 
and to arrest and imprison those who resisted. 
The mason was also to “ arrest”’ carmen, horses 
and carts, and ships and mariners for conveying 
the stone. The same system is shown by 
the fabric rolls to have been in operation in 
the , building of Westminster Abbey | in 
Henry III.’s reign, and it hardly bears out the 
theory’of ‘enthusiastic Churchmen who believe 
that the great works of medizval times were 
built by the monks themselves out of sheer 
devotion and love, and without remuneration, 
although they have never told us how the monks 
learned their craft. Westminster Hall was 
built in the reign of William Rufus in 1097, and 
the original roof was in two or more spans, 
probably three. The walls were raised 2 ft. 
in Richard IT.’s reign in preparation for the 
present roof. There are contemporary docu- 
ments that. give particulars of the purchase 
and carriage of materials, and all the arrange- 
ments for executing the work. The span 
between the walls is 69 ft., and the principals 
are 20 ft. from centre to centre. The com- 
plexity of .the construction, combined with 
the huge size of the oak timbers used in it, 
makes the roof an amazing production, For 
instance, the great collar beam of each truss 
is a huge leg of oak 38 ft. long and more than 
2 ft. deep, and it had to be got into position 
66 ft. above the floor. Everything else is on 
a similarly huge scale, and one stands astonished 
at the courage and resource shown by these 
old carpenters who could not only conceive 
such a thing, but who carried it out with such 
accuracy. and precision of workmanship that 
they might almost have been handling the 
stuff on a bench in a workshop. The mere 
constructive and executive problem was stupen- 
dous, but these men looked far beyond this 
side of their task ; they were artists, and they 
made their work. so beautiful that one does not 
know which to admire more, its constructional 
sufficiency or the beauty of its appearance.” 


tients 





BOOKS, 
Lesnes Abbey. By ALFRED W. CLAPHAM, 


F.S.A. (London: Cassio Press. 10s. 6d. net.) 


Tus book consists of a carefully-compiled 
history, ecclesiastical and architectural, of the 
comparatively little known Abbey of Lesnes, 
and is illustrated by an excellent collection of 
photographs and a general plan. As a work of 
purely architectural interest it cannot be said 
to have a very strong claim, but from the 
antiquarian standpoint, and as a record of the 
results of the excavations and historical investi- 
gations, the book is a notable contribution 
to the literature. ‘The plan is especially inter- 
esting and valuable, as an example of the 
conventual establishments of the Augustinian 
Order in this country. . Apparently Reformation 
zeal has left but little beyond the foundations, 
although, as the illustrations show, the exca- 
vations have revealed some _ interesting 
fragments of ornament and design, one of the 
most important being a fine fourteenth-century 
effigy, which is now to be seen in the Victoria 
and Albert Museum. 

From its foundation by Richard de Lucy 
in 1178; through the centuries to the Dissolution, 
the Abbey’s history has been traced with every 
care, but there is no attempt at a description 
or account of the actual work of discovery. 
Possibly the author considered that such 
details hardly came within the —— of a book 
of this kind, but many will regret that a histor 
of the undertaking has not been added, bot 
as affording useful information on the conduct 
of archeological exploration and as adding 
a touch of the romance of discovery ‘Ihe 
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volume will undoubtedly be appreciated by 
the antiquarian student, and is valuable for 
reference, 


Lockwood’s Builders’, Contractors’, and Engi- 
neers’ Price-Book for 1916. Edited by R. 
SrepHen. Ayiinc, F.R.I.B.A., Member 
R.San.Inst. (London: Crosby Lockwood 
& Son, 7, Stationers’ Hall-court, Ludgate- 
hill. 1916.) 


THis work, which obtained an important 
position in the world of price-books under 
the late Mr. Francis T. W. Miller, whose genial 
presence will be missed by all those who came 
into contact with him, appears for the first 
time under the editorship of Mr. R. Stephen 
Ayling, and we are pleased to observe that 
he is apparently determined that the work 
shall not stand still while under his control. 
The production of such a work—even if it is 
only a question of revision—is not a question 
of days or even weeks, but must obviously 
run into months, therefore the prices given are 
those which obtained generally in October 
last, and as such there is little cause for 
complaint, although at the present time we 
are afraid that many would be found in- 
adequate. A careful examination of the 
wices shows that a most conscientious attempt 
ep been made to revise them as far as possible, 
and to keep up the high reputation which this 
book has obtained. A very interesting table 
showing a comparison of prices of building 
materials from 1911 onwards is given, and 
another valuable addition is a series of diagrams 
illustrating the requirements of the London 
Building Act. Altogether the new editor 
is to be congratulated upon his work, and his 
first appearance augurs well for the future. 


The Civil: Engineers’ Cost Book. By Lieut.- 
Colonel T, E. Coteman (Staff for Royal 
Engineer Services). Second edition. Revised 
and enlarged. (London: E. & F. N. Spon, 
Ltd., 57, Haymarket. 1916.) 

Tuis work is on the same lines as the author’s 

work on * Approximate Estimates for Building 

Works,” and is full of the most useful infor- 

mation. It will be found of great service in 

preparing approximate estimates for  engi- 
neering works, for the prices, although 

“Jumped” and some latitude in the figures 

given, there being sometimes a difference of 

50 per cent. or more between the minimum and 

maximum, which, however, is inevitable in 

a work of this kind. Many of the prices are 

based upon the actual cost of works, of which 

the author has managed to get together a 

marvellous collection. To our mind _ this 

collection would have been infinitely more 
useful if the dates had been given when the 
various works were executed, and some we must 
confess can be of little practical value—e.g., the 
prices per square of the roofs to Cannon-street 

S.E.R, Station and the St. Pancras (Midland) 

Station are interesting as records, but can hardly 

be applicable at-the present time. The author, 

by the way, does not make it clear whether 
the “ square” refers to the floor area covered 
or the area of the covering. In the case of the 

St. Pancras roof there are two or three dimen- 

sions to which the measurement might apply. 

There is a fairly complete collection of prices of 

reinforced concrete work with numerous 

examples of executed works, but we would 
point out two obvious errors on page 225, where 

the cost of the Calcutta tank is given at 1}d. 

per gallon capacity. This shovld, we think, 

be 2}d., and in the case of the Ugborough 
tank, which should be £12 10s. per 1,000 gallons 
instead of £17 18s. We are not very clear as 
to the items of hopper bins on page 218, where 
prices are given as “ 5}d. to 7d. per foot cube,” 
and then immediately following “‘ 8d. to 1s. per 

foot cube of storage capacity.” There is a 

somewhat similar item on the following page. 

If the 8d, to ls. is for “ storage capacity,” to 

what does the 54d. to 7d. refer ? 

We have dealt with this work at some length 
because, despite our criticism, as a whole 
it is a most creditable production, but it 
could be made much more useful, in our 
opinion, if the dates of the examples were 
given, 





THE BUILDER. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 





Wren’s Churches. 

Sir,—I am heartily in” accord with Mr. 
Lindley Latham’s excellent suggestion with 
regard to the inauguration of a permanent 
exhibition of Wren’s model of his first design 
for St. Paul’s Cathedral, accompanied by a 
collection of well-prepared models of the 
destroyed City churches. 

Although, as Mr. Latham points out, it 
may not be found possible in these troublous 
times to give immediate effect to the proposal, 
yet, as the collection of models could scarcely 
fail to strengthen the slowly-growing interest 
of the general public in the architectural 
history of London, the idea appears to me to 
be one of a nature that ought not to be allowed 
to fall into oblivion. A. W. 8. Cross. 





Contracts. 

Srr,—One hears a good deal of the difficulties 
of contractors in carrying out contracts 
entered into previous to the war, and one is 
struck by the unreasonableness of many private 
individuals and also public institutions in 
recognising these difficulties, and their refusal 
to enter into any negotiation with the contractor, 
who finds himself involved very often in serious 
losses owing to circumstances brought about 
by the war. 

But what strikes one as similarly unreason- 
able, and really unnecessary in these difficult 
times when supplies and prices fluctuate almost 
daily, is to see the usual forms of tender still 
being advertised by many councils and 
corporations for supplies to cover for no less 
than twelve months’ requirements. 

This is the usual period with these contracts 
in ordinary times, and, although it must be 
apparent that in making period contracts at 
the present time a good deal must be left 
to pure chance, there does not seem to be any 
general inclination to make things easier by 
reducing the periods to say three months or 
even six. 

This apparent indifference to _ existing 
conditions is very prevalent, and difficulties 
which could be obviated are still allowed to 
exist. G. C. Bowers. 

Should Art Be Artless ? 

Sir,—Mr. J. Alex. Pirie remarks on Mr. Bond’s 
quotation in the R.I.B.A. Journal about the 
men of the Middle Ages performing their work 
beautifully, that “‘ each architect knew nothing 
and cared for nothing but the work of his own 
day, and this narrow-mindedness was _ his 
artistic salvation. We moderns know too 
much,” 

I quite agree with Mr. Pirie so far, and 
think this is a matter that requires the most 
careful investigation with fair and reasonable 
broad-mindedness, yet there seems some truth 
in Mr. Bond’s remarks, for at page 136 of the 
last issue of this valuable paper we read, 
“Those who are employed in any capacity 
in connection with the decorative scheme of 
Westminster Cathedral have much to contend 
with because, in the nature of things, their 
task is a most difficult one in the present age. 
The number of architects who can design a 
building of outstanding. architectural merit are 
few.” 

Knowledge is good, and we cannot get too 
much, but the fruit it bears is always open to 
criticism. 

Joun W. Grant, A.M.C.Inst.(Lond.), 

Greenock. 





Westminster Cathedral. 

Sir,—Referring to the ‘“‘ Note’? in your issue 
of the 18th ult., headed ‘* Criticism or Abuse ? ” 
it seems to have escaped notice that the initials 
attached to the Observer letter defending its 
criticism of St. Andrew’s Chapel are identical 
with those of Mr. Konody, the critic himself. 
The inference seems fairly obvious, and, what- 
ever objection may be raised to this gentleman’s 
views in a given case, one can scarcely deny 
his competence as an art critic or his knowledge 
of colour merits. If, as you point out, the 
architects capable of directing the design and 
execution of a colour scheme are very few, is 
not that a reason the more for allowing weight 
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to the views of the competent outsider? [f 
not, where is the voice that can claim ag 
hearing ? 

There is this much at least, it seems to me, to be 
said in regard to this discussion, that the attack 
has been much more definite than the defence, 
which has consisted very much in objecting 
to objection. As to the particular letter 
mentioned, the bathroom simile, if bold, 
strikes one nevertheless as apt, for really on 
entering St. Andrew’s Chapel one has a sensa- 
tion akin to that of being up to the neck in 
cold water. Is there, I would ask, any congruity 
between these chilly marbles and the glow} of 
gold and colour above them? Is it right to 
arrange the weight at the top and the light- 
ness below? Is it according to precedent in 
the style? Are the marbles harmoniously 
matched among themselves? Again," to‘ take 
the chapel in relation to its surroundings, 
Does it accord with the treatment of the neigh- 
bouring chapel and its pendant (the most 
likely from their date to embody Mr. Bentley’s 
own ideas), where in both cases the marble 
dados are deep in tone and weighty in effect, 
and the entire colour scheme is harmoniously 
rich, mellow, and solemn? And, if not, can 
it be claimed that Mr. Bentley’s guidance is 
being followed in any true sense by his 
successors ? 

These are plain questions, and I address 
them, as suggested, to the Builder rather than 
to the Observer, though I cannot see how any- 
one is to blame for writing to the organ which 
initiated the discussion, and whose columns 
are equally open to friend and foe, expert 
and amateur. It would be easy to enlarge 
one’s inquiries so as to include the metal 
figure in relief on the flat inlay of marble, but 
that would be exceeding the scope of the 
original criticism. RHO. 


—_-* 
o>) 





BOOK RECEIVED. 





Laxton’s Buripers’ Price-Boox for 1916, 
(London: Kelly’s Directories, Ltd. 4s.) 
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OBITUARY. 


Mr. F. W. Englefield. 

Mr. F. W. Englefield, Clerk to the Painters’ 
Company, died suddenly in London on 
Friday last. He had been associated with the 
Guild for many years, succeeding several 
members of his family. He was also Secretary 
of the Incorporated Institute of British 
Decorators. 


—_e-}e—_—- 


LIVERPOOL AUTUMN EXHIBITION. 
Liverpool Museums and Art Committee have 
decided by seven votes to four to hold no 
autumn exhibition until a year after the war. 


THE ARTIZANS’, LABOURERS’, AND GENERAL 
DWELLINGS COMPANY, LTD. 

The directors of the Artizans’, Labourers, 
and General Dwellings Company, Ltd., in their 
forty-ninth annual Report state that further 
capital is not now being issued by the company. 
The total capital issued and paid up stands 
at £2,939,230. The gross revenue for the 
year amounted to £233,610 Is., being £310 %s- 
more than in 1914. The net revenue for the 
year amounted to £119,055 ls. lld., after 
payment of the dividends on the preference 
capital at the rate of 44 per cent. per annum, 
less income-tax, and an interim dividend of 
4 per cent. per annum, less income-tax, on the 
ordinary capital, and after carrying £12,000 to 
the repairs fund, the balance as shown 11 the 
balance sheet at December 31, 1915, amountet 
to £59,249 18s. 2d. Out of this balance the 
preference dividends for the second six months 
of 1915, amounting to £22,246 7s. 4d.. pa 
paid on January 1, 1916, leaving £37,003 10s. - : 
The directors recommend a dividend at the 
rate of 4 per cent. per annum, less income, 
tax, on the ordinary capital for the mn 
six months of 1915, making a dividend © 
4 per cent., less income-tax, for the year. 
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GENERAL NEWS. 





Professional Announcements. 


Mr. W. Courtney Fagg, quantity surveyor, 
has removed from 63, Finsbury to Wardrobe 
Chambers, 1464, Queen Victoria-street, E.C. 
His telephone number is Central 12127. 

The business of Sir Arthur Blomfield & Sons, 
hitherto carried on by Capt. Charles J. 
Blomfield and Mr. Arthur C. Blomfield at 
6, Montagu-place, Baker-street, W., has been 
transferred to the Eyre Estate Office, 125, 
Yark-road, N.W. Capt. Blomfield can also 
be communicated with at the headquarters of 
the Artists’ Rifles, Duke’s-road, Euston-road, 
W.C. (telephone, Central 10814); and Mr. 
Arthur Blomfield, as before, at the Architect's 
Office, Bank of England, E.C. 


The Architectural Association. 


The address of the Architectural Associa- 
tion is now No. 37, Great Smith-street, 
Westminster, S.W. 


The Late Mr. H. L. Florence. 


The Architectural Association was _repre- 
sented at the funeral of the late Mr. H. L. 
Florence by Mr. H. Austen Hall (President) 
and Mr. F. R. Yerbury (Secretary). The late 
Mr. Florence was President of the Architectural 
Association during session 1878-1879. 


The London Society. 


The fourth annual general meeting of this 
Society will be held in the Hall of the Royal 
Society of Arts, 18, John-street, Adelphi, 
W.C., on Thursday, March 9, at 5.30 p.m. At 
this meeting the annual Report and balance 
sheet of the Society will be submitted. Lord 
Plymouth, the President, will take the chair, 
and Sir Aston Webb and others will speak. 
In addition to the adoption of the Report and 
balance sheet, members will be asked to elect the 
Council for the ensuing year. 


The Institution of Civil Engineers. 


At the meeting of this Institution on Tuesday, 
March 7, an address on “ Industrial Develop- 
ment” will be delivered by Mr. Harold Cox. 
In inviting Mr. Cox to address the Institution 
on this subject, the Council have considered 
that the present time calls for some earnest 
attention on the part of engineers to the economic 
issues which, after the war, must influence 
profoundly the future of engineering, as well 
as the industrial and commercial enterprises 
which are vital to its progress both in this 
— and abroad. The meeting will be at 
0.30 p.m. 


The Drainage of Cairo. 


Mr. Charles Carkeet James, M.Inst.C.E., 
at the last meeting of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, read a paper on.‘“‘ The Main Drainage 
of Cairo.” The paper commenced with the 
history of the steps taken by the Egyptian 
Government for the drainage of Cairo from 
1885 to 1906, and then described the scheme 
as subsequently designed and carried out by 
the author, and officially inaugurated by 
H.E. the Minister of Public Works on March 22 
last year. The purification works at Gebel-el- 
Asfar are designed to treat 11 million gallons 
per day through six hydrolytic tanks and eight 
continuous filter-beds with storage-tanks for 
olding up the night-flow. ¢ 


Egyptian Monumental Art. 


‘ Professor G. Baldwin Brown recently lectured 
on The Monumental Art of Ancient Egypt ” 
“ a meeting of the Glasgow Branch of the 
gp tian ; tesearch Students’ Association at 
‘lasgow University. He said that the struc- 

coe thn old Empire were in the best sense 
~ — oa through their severity of treatment 
the a om 'y their actual prodigious size. On 
th rd hand, the temples of the new Empire 
— oe in bulk, but failed to produce the 
© esthetic impression. Nature had lent 


oo incomparable works of the old Empire 
*WN majesty, while on the other side human 

by its ¢ ad permeated them in every part and 
feng complete mastery of them had stamped 
with 


reason h 


the impress of ‘style. 
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Belgium After the War. 


It is stated by the Central News corre- 
spondent at St. Paul, Minn., that Mr. J. J. 
Hill has been invited to take the direction of 
the work of reconstructing the Belgian railways 
and buildings after the cessation of hostilities. 
Mr. Hill has informed King Albert that he is 
willing to accept the task. 


‘The Year’s Art.” 

The “ Year’s Art” for 1916, compiled by Mr. 
A. C. R. Carter, has just been issued. As an 
epitome of matters relating to the arts of 
painting, sculpture,. engraving, and _archi- 
tecture and to schools of design which have 
occurred during the past year, together with 
information respecting the events of the year 
1916, it is of considerable interest and value, 
and leaves little or nothing to be desired. 
The editor records the chief events of the year. 
The work, the thirty-seventh annual issue, 
includes several full-page illustrations, and is 
published by Messrs. Hutchinson & Co. 


Society of Antiquaries. 

A meeting of the Society of Antiquaries was 
held at Burlington House recently, Sir Hercules 
Read presiding. A gilded bronze boss of Irish 
work, circa 750, which was found at Steeple 
Bumpstead, Essex, was exhibited by permission 
of the vicar, the Rev. W. F. D. de Langdale. 
Mr. Reginald Smith, in a series of notes illus- 
trated by lantern slides, said that the boss, while 
not a masterpiece, belonged to that period of 
Irish art, the eighth century, when masterpieces 
were common. Sir W. St. John Hope then 
described the seals of the Abbey of Waltham 
Holy Cross; and a number of panels made up 
‘of broken pieces of medizval stained glass were 
exhibited. Mr. Eden said that the fragments 
ranged from the thirteenth to the nineteenth 
centuries, and among the most complete pieces 
were to be seen the arms of Bishop Grandison, 
of Exeter, and of the de Lacy family. 


Cost of Road Improvements. 


The Road Board have, under date of 
February 25, issued the following circular to 
county authorities :—‘‘I am directed by the 
Road Board to inform you that they have 
been in communication with the Treasury as 
to the policy to be observed by the Road 
Board in regard to applications for advances 
towards the cost of road crust improvements 
to be carried out during the financial year 
1916-17, and it has been agreed that new 
grants or loans, to an aggregate sum not 
exceeding £200,000, may be made out of the 
surplus at the credit of the Road Improvement 
Fund. The grants and loans will be confined 
mainly to expenditure on tar treatment of 
important roads, either in the shape of surface 
dressing or pitch grouting or tar macadam. 
It has been brought to the notice of the Board 
by the Ministry of Munitions that certain 
products obtained from the distillation of 
crude tar are of great importance in connection 
with the supply of high explosives, and on that 
account it is desirable to encourage the use 
of refined tar by highway authorities. Apart 
from this, however, the Board consider that 
at the present time, when it is desirable to 
economise expenditure as much as_ possible 
consistently with adequate maintenance, a 
surface dressing of tar is generally the most 
effective and cheapest method of preventing 
disintegration and thereby prolonging the 
effective life of a road crust, provided that the 
surface is in sufficiently good condition to 
justify the application of the tar dressing. 
The Board will require to be satisfied on the 
last-mentioned point in the case of each appli- 
cation for a grant. No grants will be made 
for the use of crude tar. Applications for 
grants or loans should be sent forward at an 
early date, and should be accompanied by— 
(1) Particulars relating to the proposed improve- 
ment; (2) a summary of the highway esti- 
mates of the Council for 1916-17; and (3) a 
statement showing the total expenditure on 
roads and bridges in 1914-15 and 1916-17 
(estimated) in continuation of the information 
supplied to the Board on yellow form 42, 
‘Information relating to the expenditure by 
county councils on rodds and bridges.’ ” 
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Collapse of Sidestrand Tower. 


The old church tower, on the Sidestrand 
cliffs, Norfolk, collapsed on Saturday last in 
consequence of the recent severe weather. It 
had been on the edge of the cliff for years. For 
the most part the masonry is dashed to pieces 
on the shelving cliff below, but here and there 
blocks are to be seen, 


The Royal Institute of British Architects. 


At Monday’s meeting of the R.I.B.A., Mr. 
Ernest Newton, A.R.A., the President, being 
in the chair, the nomination of Sir R. Rowand 
Anderson, LL.D., as the Royal Gold Medallist 
for the year, was proposed and carried by 
acclamation. There was no other business 
except the usual formal announcements, and 


the meeting terminated in less than ten 
minutes. 
Wood and Stone Imports. 
The President of the Board of Trade has 


appointed the following Committee to grant 
licences in special circumstances for the impor- 
tation of furniture woods, hard woods, and 
veneers, and of stones and slates, the importation 
of which, except by licence, was _ recently 
prohibited by Proclamation :—Mr. J. H. Bovill 
(Chairman), Mr. George Burt, J.P., and Colonel 
G. T. V. Cobbett. Mr. H. J. Phillips, of the 
Board of Trade, will be Secretary to the 
Committee, and all communications relating to 
the importation of the goods mentioned should 
be addressed to him at Gwydyr House, 
Whitehall, London, S8.W. 


Charing Cross Bridge. 


The Bill of the South-Eastern and London, 
Chatham, and Dover Railway Companies for 
power to strengthen Charing Cross Bridge has 
been passed by the examiners of the House of 
Lords for Second Reading and Committee stages. 
The Bill will be opposed in Committee by 
the London County Council, the Port of London 
Authority, the Gas Light and Coke Company, 
and the lightermen and barge owners of the 
Port of London. The engineer’s estimate of 
the cost of the work is as follows :—Strength- 
ening of bridge, £150,000; contingencies—10 
per cent.—£15,000 ; easements, £2,000 ; a total 
of £167,000. 


The R.I.B.A. Annual Elections. 


The R.I.B.A. Journal which appears on 
March 4 will contain the following announce- 
ment :—‘*‘ A special general meeting will be 
held on Monday, March 13, 1916, at 4.30 p.m., to 
consider a proposal which will be submitted 
by the Council in order to avoid holding an 
election for the Council and Standing Com- 
mittees in 1916 during the absence of several 
hundreds of members serving with the Forces. 
The following resolution will be moved on 
behalf of the Council :—‘ That in accordance 
with the provisions of Clause 33 of the Charter 
application be made to the Privy Council to 
sanction the suspension of the by-laws governing 
the annual election of the Council, the Standing 
Committees, and the Hon. Auditors, so that 
the Council, the Standing Committees, and 
the Hon. Auditors elected in June, 1915, shall 
remain in office until June 30, 1917.’ ” 





The East End Dwellings Company. 


In the Report and accounts of the East 
End Dwellings Company, Ltd., for the year 
1915 it is stated that, exclusive of the old 
property in Victoria Park-square, the rents 
attributable to 1915 were £40,182 13s. 7d., as 
compared with £39,820 15s. for 1914, and the 
lettings have again been very satisfactory. 
Including £1,078 13s. Id. brought forward 
from 1914, the profit and loss account shows a 
credit balance of £15,731 183. 10d. Out of 
this sum £4,000 has been carried to reserve, 
which now amounts to £76,000, and interim 
dividends for the first half of 1915, at the rate 
of 4 per cent. per annum (less tax) on the 
Preference shares, and 5 per cent. per annum, 
free of income-tax, on the Ordinary shares, 
have been paid. The directors now recommend 
a similar distribution for the half-year ending 
December 31, 1915. After providing for these 
dividends, and also. for directors’ and auditor’s 
fees, a balance of £1,023 19s. 4d. will remain 
to be carried forward. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS. 





New Throne, Bristol Cathedral. 


HE new bishop’s throne, which we 
illustrate, has been recently com- 
pleted. It is of English oak through- 
out, and stands against the pier 

betwe en the second and third bays of the choir 

immediately eastward of the stalls on the south 
side. In front of the throne is a seat for the 
chaplain. In the spandrels of the panels below 
the bishop’s bookboard are the date and 
initials of the bishop. Over the bishop’s 
seat is an inscription, “Sedes Episcopatus 

Bristolliensis” ; above in the centre panel are 

the arms of the see surmounted by a mitre. 

Shields have been introduced in the tracery of 

the ends of the bishop’s seat, one charged 

with the arms of the see impaling those of the 
bishop, the other with the arms of the 

Province of Canterbury. The canopy, in the 

form of a “ tester,” is supported by six groups 

of pinnacles and buttresses, and is finished 
with an elaborate cornice and cresting. The 
detail throughout has been designed to har- 
monise with the ancient work in the choir stalls. 

It has been executed by Mr. W. H. Saunders, of 

Cirencester, from the designs of the architect, 

Mr. Roland Paul, F.S.A. 






University of insite King’ 3 College for Women. 


We give some clever impressionistic sketches 
by Mr. Charles Holden. Messrs. Adams & 
Holden are the architects of the building, 
which we recently illustrated. 


Wren’s Churches. 


WE give reproductions of two plates of St. 
Michael, College-hill, and St. James, Garlick- 
hythe, from “ The Churches of Sir Christopher 
Wren,” by J. Clayton, published by Messrs. 
Longmans, Green, Brown, & Longmans, which 
we give by the courtesy of Messrs. Longmans, 
Green, & Co. Further notes on the two 
churches will be found on page 175, and we are 
giving the plan of St. James, Garlickhythe, in 
our next issue. 





Altar and Reredos, Reading, U.S.A., and Salem 
Reformed Church, Allentown (Pa.), U.S.A. 


TueEse works have recently been carried out 
in America from the designs of Mr. John W. 
English. 


Some Measured Drawings. 

THESE drawings of rood screen, Hexham 
Abbey, the Abbot’s door, St. Albans, and 
pulpit in St. Michael’s Church, St. Albans, were 
measured and drawn by Mr. John W. English. 
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MEETINGS. 





Monpay, Marcu 6. 


Surveyors’ Institution.—Mr. G. Turville Brown 
(Fellow) on ‘The Management of Estates in 
Mineral Districts and Mineral Valuations.” 
5 p.m. 

University Extension Lecture (at the Victoria 
and Albert Museum).—Mr. Banister Fletcher on 
“ Sir Christopher Wren and His City Churches.” 
4.30 p.m. 

TurspAy, Marcn 7. 

Institution of Civil Engineers.—Mr. Harold 

Cox on “ Industrial Development.” 5.30 p.m. 


Marcu 8. 


Northern Architectural Association.—Ordinary 
meeting. 4.30 p.m. 

Carpenters’ Company.—Mr. W. Robert 
Colton, A.R.A.,.on “ The Effects of War on 
Art.” 7.45 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, 


TuurspAy, Marcu 9. 


The Royal Institution.—Professor L. W. King 
on “Recent Excavations in Mesopotamia.” 
3 p.m. 

University Extension Lecture (at the British 
Museum).—Mr. Banister Fletcher on “ Early 
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FIFTY YEARS AGO. 


The East India Club, St. James’s-Square, 

Tue East India United Service Club has 
just entered into possession of its new club. 
house. The old building, No. 14, St. James's. 
square, had long been found too small for the 
increasing numbers of the club, and the 
members therefore decided to rebuild No. 15, 
St. James’s-square and add it to their 
former house, No. 14. Mr. Charles Lee was 
their architect. 

The East India United Service Club was 
originally founded in 1848 to mect the 
wants of the various services which collec. 
tively administer the Indian Government. 
It has, however, generally lost its exc lusively 
Indian character, and has now on its rolls 
many Officers belonging to the home forces. 
The club numbers upwards of 1,700 members, 
of whom generally about 800 are in England. 
The new building has been designed to 
accommodate over 1,000 members. The 
works have been executed by Messrs. George 
Myers & Sons ; and the furniture was supplied 
by Messrs. Holland & Sons. Mr. Alfred 
Howard acted as clerk of the works. 


[*,* From the Builder o March 3, 
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University of London, King’s College for Women: Hostel Entrance. 
“An Impression,” by Mr. Charles Holden, A.BR.L.B.A. 
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LEGAL SECTION. 


NOTES ON CURRENT CASES. 


Hoole Urban District Council v. Fidelity 
and Deposit Company of Maryland : 
Contractor and Surety. 


Pans into account the fact that in 
many contracts for works of any 
magnitude the employer protects him- 
self against default of the contractor in com- 
pleting the works or in not properly carrying 
them out by requiring the contractor to find 
sureties to guarantee the employer against loss, 
it is surprising how few cases come before the 
courts in regard to such matters. In the case 
cited above, however, which was recently tried 
before Mr. Justice Bailhache, and reported 
in [1916] 1 K. B. 25, some points of interest 
and importance were the subject of litigation. 
By a contract entered into in 1912 the con- 
tractor agreed with the Hoole Urban District 
Council to carry out certain sewerage works, 
and by the terms of the contract the contractor 
was to find good and substantial sureties for 
the due fulfilment by him of his contract. The 
defendants, the Fidelity and Deposit Company 
of Maryland, gave to the plaintiffs a bond, 
bearing even date with the contract, whereby 
they bound themselves in a sum of £500, the 
condition of the bond being that the contractor 
should “well and truly perform, fulfil, and 
keep all and every the clauses, terms, conditions, 
and stipulations in the said recited contract.” 
The said terms and stipulations did not include 
any express agreement by the contractor that 
in the event of litigation arising between him 
and the Council in connection with the per- 
formance of the contract, and of his failing in 
that litigation and being ordered to pay the 
costs, he would pay them. The contractor 
failed to carry out the work satisfactorily, 
and by reason of his alleged neglect in the 
laying of the sewer injury was done to certain 
gas and water mains, and property belonging 
to third persons was damaged. He also failed 
altogether to complete certain of the works 
contracted for. Disputes arose between the 
contractor and the District Council, and he 
brought an action against them, claiming that 
a sum of £603 was due to him under the con- 
tract. The Council admitted that a sum of 
£152 was due to him, and they paid that 
money into court, but they denied that he was 
entitled to any more. They also counter- 
claimed for £329 damages for breach of his 
contract, in respect of the damage done to the 
property of the third person whose claims the 
Council had to satisfy, and in respect of the 
contract works which he failed to complete. 
The action was referred to an arbitrator by 
consent, and the arbitrator by his award made 
in the year 1914 found that the contractor 
was entitled to recover upon his claim the sum 
of £152 so paid into court and no more, and 
“a the Council were entitled to recover upon 
= counterclaim the £329 damages claimed. 
‘te accordingly entered judgment for the 
“ouncil for the balance of £177 and costs. 
al costs were taxed and allowed at £398. 
sum when added to the £177 damages 
yg to £575, a sum which was in excess 
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The defendants, on the other hand, contended 
that the condition of the bond being that the 
contractor should fulfil his contract, they were 
liable under the bond to pay costs only if the 
non-payment of the costs by the contractor 
was a breach of his contract. The contract 
was silent on the subject of costs, and they said 
that there was no implied undertaking to pay 
any costs that might be ordered against the 
contractor in any litigation arising out of the 
contract. The costs which the contractor was 
liable to pay were payable not under any agree- 
ment but under the arbitrator's order, and for 
a breach of that order the defendants were not 
liable under their bond. 

Mr. Justice Bailhache, in giving judgment 
for the defendants, said that the action arose 
upon a bond which was annexed to a contract 
for the execution of certain sewerage works in 
1912. The bond was given by the defendants 
to the plaintiffs in the sum of £500, the con- 
dition of the bond being that the contractor 
should duly fulfil his contract with the 
plaintiffs, the contract being of even date 
with the bond. As the contract approached 
completion disputes arose, as not infrequently 
happens in such circumstances, between the 
contractor and the District Council as to whether 
the contract had been duly fulfilled or not. 
The contractor brought an action against the 
Council, in which he claimed a sum of £603. 
The Council admitted liability for £152 and 
disputed liability for the balance. They also 
counterclaimed against the contractor in respect 
of a certain liability to third parties, and in 
respect of damages for works uncompleted. 
Shortly after the commencement of the action 
it was apparent that it was a case which had 
better be dealt with by arbitration than by 
action, and by consent the whole matter was 
referred to an arbitrator. The result of the 
arbitration was that the contractor recovered 
no more of his claim than the £152 which the 
Council had admitted, and the Council re- 
covered on their counterclaim £329, so that 
on the balance of those figures there was due 
from the contractor to the Council the sum of 
£177. The arbitrator also awarded to the 
Council their costs of the action and the arbi- 
tration, which costs were taxed at £398. That 
sum when added to £177 damages made a sum 
of £575, which exceeded the amount of the 
bond. The Council accordingly claimed that 
they were entitled to recover from the defendants 
the whole amount of the bond in respect of 
the damages and costs. The defendants admit 
their liability for the £177 damages, but deny 
their liability for the costs. The Council say 
that it is in the natural order of things that 
when a contract of this description comes to 
be finished there should be disputes between 
the contractor and the employer, and that 
upon such disputes arising it is a reasonable 
thing to submit them to arbitration, and they 
say that these costs were incurred as_ the 
result of a reasonable course of conduct which 
must have been in the contemplation of the 
parties when they made the contract, and they 
ask that those costs may be added to and 
form part of the damages which are due to the 
Council under the contract. He had no doubt 
that the course taken by the Council was a 
reasonable course, and he thought that if before 
any of the costs had been incurred they had 
given the defendant company notice of the 
nature of the disputes with the contractor and 
of the proposed arbitration, and the defendants 
after receipt of such notice had either expressly 
or impliedly by their conduct requested the 
Council to proceed with the arbitration, they 
might have rendered themselves liable for 
the costs ; though that liability would not have 
been based on the conditions of the bond, 
but would have been an independent cause 
of action arising out of the express. or implied 
request. Here no such notice was given, 
and there was no express or implied request, 
and he had therefore to see whether the 
defendants were liable under the terms of the 
bond. Now the condition“of the bond was that 





the contractor should perform, fulfil, and keep 
all the terms, conditions, and stipulations of 
the contract. The question, therefore, was 
whether the failure by the contractor to pay 
the costs was a breach of his contract. As a 
rule, he said, when costs are to be paid as 
the result of an action or of proceedings before 
an arbitrator they fall to be paid by reason of 
the judgment given in the action or of ‘the 
arbitrator's award, and not by reason of a 
stipulation in the contract out of which the 
dispute arose which formed the subject-matter 
of the action or reference. He had looked 
carefully through the contract and had been 
unable to find any undertaking by the con- 
tractor to pay any costs which might be awarded 
against him, and under those circumstances 
he had come to the conclusion that he could 
not add the costs to the amount of the damages 
that were awarded, and so make the defendants 
pay the costs under the terms of their bond. 

After this decision local authorities and 
employers generally will probably see that 
their guarantee bonds contain a provision 
for the payment of costs arising out of disputes 
as well as the actual damages sustained. 

A guarantee of this nature, which is a promise 
to pay the debt of another, is within the Statute 
of Frauds, and must therefore be in writing, 
which must be signed by the person to be 
charged or by his duly authorised agent, and 
the document must set out in detail the nature 
of the transaction and the obligations arising 
out of it, otherwise the guarantee cannot be 
enforced in an action at law. 

In the case of Mountstephen v. Lakeman 
(1874) 7 H. L. Cases 17, the defendant was 
the Chairman of the Board of Health at 
Brixham, and the plaintiff was a builder and 
contractor at Torquay. In the early part 
of 1866 the plaintiff had completed for the 
Board a main sewer for the town, and the Board 
had directed him to purchase pipes which 
would be required to be used in making the 
connecting drains between private houses 
and the main sewer. The Board had under 
the Public Health Act of 1848 given notice 
to the owners of certain houses near the main 
sewer to connect the drains of their houses 
with it, or in the event of default on the part of 
the owners the Board would make the connec- 
tions at their expense. The notice was dis- 
regarded, and no subsequent resolution was 
passed by the Board authorising the connections 
to be made on their behalf. The Surveyor 
to the Board suggested to the defendant that 
he should make the connections, but the 
plaintiff declined to do so until he had the order 
of the Board. Before, however, the date on 
which the notice to the house owners expired, 
the plaintiff having finished the main sewer and 
being about to remove his carts and materials, 
Lakeman asked him what objection he had to 
making the connections, to which the plaintiff 
replied, ‘‘ None, if you or the Board will order 
the work or become responsible fer the pay- 
ment”; on which the defendant said to the 
plaintiff, “Go on and do the work and I will 
see you paid.” The plaintiff did the work, 
but the Board, alleging that no order had been 
given by them for the work, declined to pay for 
it, and Mountstephen brought an action against 
the defendant for the amount due for the work. 

The case was tried at the Devon Summer 
Assizes in 1870, when the jury returned a 
verdict for the plaintiff for £287. Upon a 
motion to set aside the verdict in the Queen’s 
Bench the court held that coupling the expres- 
sions used with the conduct and position of the 
parties the defendant’s words did not amount 
to an engagement to be primarily liable for 
the work, but only to a promise that if the 
plaintiff would do the work on the credit of 
the Board the defendant would pay if the 
Board did not; and that this was a promise 
to be answerable for the debt of another within 
sect. 4 of the Statute of Frauds, though in 
fact the’ Board had never been indebted, and 
as this promise was not in writing it could not 
be enforced. 
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Manu Marble Statue for Court House, New York. 


** Some Modern Sculpture,’’ page 183.) 


Mr. Augustus Lukeman, Sculptor (See 


On appeal to the Exchequer Chamber this 
decision was reversed, that court being of 
opinion that there was evidence to go to the 
jury on the question whether the defendant had 
not by his words made himself primarily liable. 

On an appeal to the House of Lords by 
Lakeman, the Lord Chancellor (Lord Cairns) 
said the question for decision was whether there 
was or was not evidence of an original liability on 
the part of the defendant to pay the plaintiff for 
the work to be done, and that question fell to 
be determined really upon the consideration 
of the evidence of the plaintiff in the action. 
That evidence might have been accepted by 
the jurymen or it might have been rejected, 
but the question was whether or not the learned 
judge would have been right in directing a 
nonsuit on the ground that there was no sub- 
stantial evidence to go to the jury. The 
plaintiff, in cross-examination, said that he 
knew nothing of the resolution of the Board 
that notices should be served on the owners 
of the houses requiring them to connect their 
houses with the main sewer, but that the 
Surveyor asked him if he would procure 
1,300 ft. of pipes and if he would do the work. 


His reply to the Surveyor was that he would 
not do the work unless the Board would be 
responsible for the payment, as he would not 
take orders from the owners of the property. 
A resolution of the Board was produced which 
showed that notices were to be issued to the 
owners and occupiers of the property and that 
the plaintiff should procure 1,300 ft. of pipes. 
It was admitted that this resolution was 
communicated to the plaintiff, who said that, 
relying upon it, he precured the materials. 
The plaintiff might have been right or wrong 
in thinking that was a proper order, but he 
was satisfied with it. No order, however, 
was given for anything further to be done, and 
he refused to lay the pipes without an order 
from the Board. The plaintiff then met the 
defendant, who was the Chairman of the Board, 
who said to the plaintiff, ** You go on and do 
the work, and I will see you paid.” It appeared 
to his lordship that what happened was that 
the plaintiff after his conversation with the 
Surveyor stated to the defendant that the 
reason why he had refused to do the work was 
that he had got no order to do it, that he would 
do the work if he had a formal order from 
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the Board, or if he had a personal order from 
the defendant himself,§and that thereupon 
the defendant, who perhaps wished the work to 
be immediately done, said, “You go on and do 
the work; do not concern yourself upon the 
subject of whether you have an order from the 
Board. I will be your paymaster; I will see 
you paid.” Now, if that was the meaning of 
these words, he thought there was ample 
and strong evidence to go to the jury that the 
go-by was entirely given?to the question of 
an order of the Board, and that the defendant 
stepped in and undertook himself, as a matter 
of primary liability, to pay for the work that 
would be done. Against that primary liability 
the defendant might afterwards, as Chairman 
of the Board, have sheltered himself by obtaining 
from the Board the consent to make a formal 
order, and acting upon and paying under that 
formal order, but he did not do that; he did 
what the contractor required—that is, he put 
the contractor in the position of having then 
and there an absolute contract made, and the 
only contract which then and there absolutely 
could be made would be a personal and primary 
contract by him to pay the contractor for the 
work to,be done. , 

Lord Selborne said that at first sight it 
appeared as if the judges in the Court of Queen’s 
Bench thought that there might in this case 
have been a valid contract of suretyship, or 
a secondary liability upon the principle of a 
guarantee for the debt of someone else, but 
he was unable to follow that reasoning. There 
could be no suretyship unless there be a 
principal debtor, nor can a man guarantee any- 
body else’s debt unless there is a debt to be 
guaranteed. The tendency, therefore, of any 
view of this contract which would place it in 
the position of a guarantee for a future liability 
to be undertaken by the Board would be 
absolutely to defeat the whole purpose of the 
conversations, which was to remove a difficulty 
then pressing upon the mind of the contractor, 
as to whether cr not he had sufficient authority 
from any one to go on with the work ; and the 
answer was given in terms of the present for 
the express purpose of inducing him to go on 
at once. 

The decision of the Court of kxchequer 
Chamber was therefore upheld and the appeal 
dismissed. 

It may be noted that if in this case the 
defendant had told the contractor that he 
would see that he would be paid by the Board 
the matter would have been on an entirely 
different footing, and if the defendant had said 
that he would pay for the Board it would have 
been a guarantee that would have _ been 
unenforceable unless reduced to writing and 
signed by the defendant. 


THE LAW AS TO BUILDINGS 
LET AS FLATS. 


Attxoucyu of late years the practice of 
letting out buildings in separate floors, either 
as residential flats or for business purposes, 
has acquired great popularity, yet the law 
regulating the respective rights and duties 
of landlords and tenants in such circumstances 
remains in some uncertainty and is curiously 
obscure. In a recent article we referred to 
the case of Hart v. Rogers and some other 
decisions on this subject, but there are one oF 
two points connected with the decision in that 
case which raise questions of such difficulty 
that we may revert to the subject. 

In Hart v. Rogers (the % imes, December 4, 
1915) the plaintiffs were suing for two quarters 
rent of a furnished flat and a sum fixed by the 
lease to be paid at the end of the tenancy m 
respect of dilapidations. The defendant alleged 
that, owing to the defective condition of the 
roof from neglect to repair, water had entered 
his flat, rendering it unfit for habitation, and 
he counterclaimed amongst other things ™ 
respect of the illness of his wife, which he 
alleged was caused by the leakage. 

As a breach of even an express covenant te 
repair is no defence to an action for rent 
(Surplice v. Farnworth, 7 M. & G. 576), but 1s 
a matter for cross action, or nowaday s countert- 
claim, the important findings in this cas: turned 
upon the counterclaim. * 

The point as to the illness of the det: ndant’s 
wife can be disregarded, as that was held not 
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to have been caused by the damp, the judge, 
however, found that the flat was rendered 
untenantable for a time and allowed something 
on the counterclaim for discomfort and inter- 
ference with the tenancy, but—and this is the 
important point in the case—he only did so on 
the footing that there was an absolute duty on 
the landlord to keep the roof in repair, and, 
having reviewed the authorities, he expressed 
some doubt on the point as there was no 
absolute negligence proved in the case, and 
he intimated that if the true view of the law 
was that in such circumstances the landlord 
need only take reasonable care to keep the 
roof in order, then the plaintiff would be entitled 
to judgment both on the claim and on the 
counterclaim, and the defendant’s case would 
fail. 

The difficulty lies in determining what is 
the duty implied by the law where part of the 
premises remain under the control of the 
jandiord. In the case of unfurnished houses 
there is no warranty implied that they shall 
be fit for occupation, whilst in the case of 
furnished houses there is an implied warranty 
that they shall be fit for human habitation at 
the commencement of the tenancy, in the case 
of buildings let as flats where the landlord 
retains control of certain portions, however, the 
law appears most uncertain. 

In our former article we referred to some of 
the cases on this question—Hargroves v. 
Hartopp ({1905] 1 K. B. 472), for instance; but 
that case is distinguishable from that we are 
now considering, because in that case there was 
a finding of negligence on the part of the land- 
lord which amounted to an act of commission 
on his part leading to the damage. In the case 
Miller v. Hancock ([1893] 2 K. B. 177), also 
referred to in our former article, the plaintiff 
was not a tenant, but a person visiting the 
tenant on business; one of the steps in the 
staircase was in a defective state, and the 
plaintiff fell and broke his leg. This was 
the case upon which Mr. Justice Scrutton 
based his judgment in Hart v. Rogers, but the 
reason for his hesitation is that that case has 
been questioned in subsequent decisions. 

In Hargroves v. Hartopp, the Lord Chief 
Justice expressed some doubt whether an 
absolute covenant to repair could be implied, 
and in Huggett v. Miers ([1908] 2 K. B. 278), 
acase in which that principle was endeavoured 
to be shown to extend to the lighting of a 
common staircase, the Court of Appeal 
expressed some doubt on the correctness of 
the decision in Miller 7. Hancock. 

In Hargroves v. Hartopp, the Lord Chief 
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Justice expressed the opinion that the court in 
Miller v. Hancock intended to lay down the 
same principle as applying to the tenant as 
to a visitor, the plaintiff in that case, but here 
again a difficulty arises, as in a recent case, 
Lucy v. Bawden ({1914] 2 K. B. 318), where 
the wife of a tenant (who is in the position of a 
stranger to the contract of tenancy—see 
Cavalier v. Pope ([1916] A. C. 428)—had 
sustained injuries by falling over a low coping, 
Mr, Justice Atkin limited the decision in 
Miller v. Hancock to defects in the nature of a 
trap. 

Thus, unless actual negligence can be proved 
on the part of the landlord as regards those 
portions of the premises which remain under 
his control, there is considerable doubt whether 
an absolute covenant can be implied on his 
part to keep those portions in repair, and a 
tenant of a flat who finds his portion of the 
premises rendered untenantable and who may, 
moreover, have sustained damage to his furni- 
ture, may find himself also confronted with 
litigation of an uncertain character if he 
attempts to seek any redress. 

The layman may find these legal intricacies 
incomprehensible, and we fear he may find our 
explanation of the law confusing, but we have 
only referred to this question again that we 
may point out to him an easy means of securing 
himself. It is only the implications of the 
law that in these cases remain in uncertainty, 
but these implications only come into operation 
in the absence of express agreement ; therefore 
there is no difficulty when taking a flat in so 
framing the agreement that the obligations of 
the landlord as regards those parts of the 
premises which remain under his control are 
clearly defined. Thus the agreement should 
stipulate that the landlord shall keep the roof 
in good repair, the staircases in good condition, 
and well lighted, ete. 





LAW REPORTS. 


Court oF APPEAL, 
(Before the Master or THE Rotts and Lords 
Justices PHILLIMORE and WARRINGTON.) 


Building Scheme: Alleged Infringement of 
Covenant : 


Wood v. Jacobs and others. 


THIS case was heard on the 17th ult. upon 
the appeal of the defendants from a judgment 
of Mr. Justice Neville in the Chancery 
Division, 

The action was brought by Mr. 8. M. Wood, 
of East Dulwich, against the Shirt and Collar 
Dressing Company, of Beckenham, Kent, for 
an injunction to restrain the defendants from 
erecting a workshop or any building other 
than a dwelling-house on a piece of land 
abutting upon Avenue-road, Beckenham, in 
alleged breach of their covenant. Plaintsff 
also asked for a mandatory order that any 
building which had been erected upon the site 
should be forthwith pulled down and removed. 

It appeared that the Beckenham Park 
Estate was acquired in 1868 by the Second 
Birkbeck Building Society, who laid it out on 
a building scheme in plots, imposing certain 
conditions and stipulations upon purchasers. 
One of these stipulations was that no factory 
should be erected upon the estate except at a 
distance of 60 ft. from the boundary line. 
The plaintiff purchased a corner plot at the 
corner of Avenue and Mackenzie roads, and 
the adjoining plot was purchased by Mr. B. 
Appleton and Mr. L. 8S. Smith, who traded 
as the Penge Shirt Manufacturing Company, 
and who, as the Shirt and Collar Dressing 
Company, erected a pyjama and shirt factory 
on their plot. It was erected on a line with 

the dwelling-houses and not 60 ft. from the 
boundary line. 

Evidence was given to show that the de- 
fendants employed a number of women at the 
factory who worked sewing-machines, the 
power being supplied by electricity from a 
three-horse-power motor, and the plaintiff's 
contention was that this was a factory within 
the meaning of the stipulation. 

For the defence it was submitted that the 
defendants’ premises were not a factory within 
the meaning of the stipulation and in the sense 
intended by the vendors, and defendants’ 
evidence was to the effect that there was no 
noise to be heard, and no vibration noticeable 
outside the building. 

Mr. Justice Neville held that it was clear a 
building scheme was intended, and that the 
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building in question was a “ factory ”’ within 
the meaning of the covenant. He accordingly 
granted the imjunction claimed, with costs; 
but as the work the defendants were doing was 
a useful one, his Lordship stayed the opera- 
tion of the injunction until three months after 
the declaration of peace, 

Mr. C. E. Jenkins, K.C., and Mr. Carr 
appeared in support of the appeal; and Mr. 
Bramwell Davis, K.C., and Mr. H. Langford 
Lewis for the respondent (the plaintiff). 

At the conclusion of the arguments their 
Lordships affirmed the decision of Mr. Justice 
Neville, and dismissed the appeal, with costs. 

OFFICIAL REFEREE’S COURT. 
(Before Mr. VEREY.) 
Action to Recover Possession of Houses : 
Hind v. Nowell. 

THIS was an action to recover possession of 
fourteen houses in Skidmore-street, Stepney, 
four houses in Ernest-street, Stepney, and a 
mission-hall adjoining, all of which were held 
under a common title. There was also a claim 
for damages for breach of covenant of the 
lease in failing to keep the premises in repair, 
which was the pata of forfeiture. The de- 
fendant in his defence denied that the plaintiff 
had suffered damage, and said that delay in 
carrying out the repairs was consequent upon 
the difficulty of finding labour owing to the 
war. The plaintiff purchased the leasehold 
interest in the property from the ground land- 
lord in July, 1907, and the lease will expire on 
March 25, 1917. After the purchase, dilapida 
tion notices were served upon the then tenants 
and the premises were put into proper repair, 
but they had not been kept so. A_sub-lease 
was granted to the defendant in March of 
last year for the sum of £5, but in buying 
dilapidated property, said counsel, he was 
taking upon himself considerable liability. He 
had paid the ground rent up to Christmas of 
last year, but it was accepted without preju- 
dice to any claim for breach of covenant. 

Evidence was given on both sides, and in the 
result, 

The Referee found that there had been a 
breach of covenant, which entitled the plaintiff 
to the forfeiture of the lease, and in giving 
him possession of the premises he awarded him 
£40 damages and £5 for mean profits, with 


costs. 
- 





SOME MODERN SCULPTURE. 


We illustrate three sculpture subjects, one 
of; which, the portrait bust of the Duke of 
Connaught, illustrates the naturalistic school of 
sculpture and is as realistic as a photograph, 
while the statue of Manu, designed as an 
accessory to the New Court House, New York, 
has the dignity attaching to the well-considered 
use of convention in art. Between the two 
types is the delightful girl’s head, executed by 
Mr. W. Reid Dick, which is instinct with) life 
and character. 


H.R.H. The Duke of Connaught : 
Portrait Bust. 


Mr. Frederick Lessore, Sculptor, 
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THE BUILDING TRADE. 


A FUTURE OPPORTUNITY. 


‘YJOWN improvement schemes and _ the 
formation of garden cities will add 
to the architectural appearance of our 

country in the future, and, it is to be hoped, 
will be financially possible at no remote date 
after the conclusion of peace; but there is a 
smaller and humbler field that might with 
advantage be exploited in the near future, which 
would involve comparatively small expense, and 
which should offer opportunity for the investment 
of private money with fair certainty of a good 
return. We refer to the conversion of man 
houses in London and in other large towns which 
have been built in days when service was both 
easier to obtain and cheaper than it is now. 
There is much house property which is still 
too good to be pulled down and too incon- 
venient to let readily, as it stands, at adequate 
rents, which might well be converted by the 
rearrangement of kitchen premises, cutting 
up bedrooms, the introduction of gas cooking 
and other labour-saving appliances ; and, as the 
demand for cheaper houses in which service 
can be economised will be more and more 
acute after the war, there will be room for the 
work of small syndicates and companies, who 
would act on the competent advice of architects, 
and buy or lease property which is becoming 
derelict, with a view to improving it. It would, 
in fact, pay both gas and other heating engineers 
to subscribe capital for such purposes, as 
they could demonstrate the great advance 
which modern invention has put at our disposal, 
and there are whole tracts of London which 
might revive in capital value and in popularity 
if intelligent means were taken to do away 
with the disadvantages which have led to an 
exodus of population from them. 

St. John’s Wood, Belsize Park, and Maida 
Vale, and similar districts, might be more 
popular if they were taken in hand, for 
in a great many cases the exodus to newer 
and more outlying districts is simply caused 
by the impossibility of living comfortably 
without more service than it is easy to obtain, 
There are many advantages of existing houses 
in such districts over the slighter structures 
now put up. The walls are usually thicker, 
the rooms larger, while bedrooms are kept 
clear of the roof projections, which make the 
introduction of ordinary furniture in newer 
and ‘smaller houses a Chinese puzzle. 
Among the rearrangements which are often 
possible at small expense is the treatment 
of the front space and garden in rear of the 
houses in many London districts, for with 
a little thought and management quite a 
small garden may add immensely to the appear- 
ance of a house—a few flagged pathways and 
the trimming up and repair of boundary walls, 
and the planting of a few trees will frequently 
convert a small garden into a pleasing and 
dignified addition to a house instead of suggest- 
ing, as it often does, an untidy drying- 
ground for washing. A good deal has been 
done by individuals who have found it not 
an unprofitable investment of capital and 
ingenuity, but the advantage of doing such 
work on a larger scale is manifest. Extensive 
advertising, which is beyond the reach of the 
individual, is possible for a syndicate or company, 
and the same processes by which a new building 
district is made known and popular could 
be applied equally to making known the 
reconstruction of older districts. Like other 
building ventures it requires care and knowledge, 
but given these we believe it will afford a good 
return to the careful and _ experienced 
speculator, 


SURVEY OF LONDON, 

The Local Government Records and Museums 
Committee of the London County Council have 
decided to discontinue the printing of further 
volumes in the series of the Survey of London 
until after the conclusion of the war. 


NEW ZEALAND FEDERATED 
BUILDERS’ AND CON- 
TRACTORS’ INDUSTRIAL 
ASSOCIATION OF EM- 
PLOYERS. 


Tue fifteenth and sixteenth annual meetings 
were held in the New Zealand Employers’ 
Federation Rooms, Wellington, on November 2, 
1915, and following days. 

The President, in the course of his address, 
said the present effect of the war on the building 
trade had not been serious in New Zealand, 
although prices for materials had in some 
instances increased considerably. It was hard 
to say what the after-effects of the war might 
be, but it was quite apparent that much money 
that in the ordinary course of business would 
have been devoted to regular commercial 
undertakings was being diverted into the 
stream of the war. He considered that, while 
due care and prudent economy should be 
exercised, it would be unwise to follow a plan 
of over-cautiousness and pessimism. 

The Secretary presented a Report covering 
the two years ended October 31, 1915, from 
which the following information is taken :— 


Architects’ Bill. 

This measure was completely redrafted when 
submitted to the 1913 Parliament, and as passed 
into law it does not contain any such pro- 
visions as were originally proposed that will 
prove repugnant to builders or will hamper them 
in carrying out their legitimate rights as 
builders and contractors. For this members 
are largely indebted to the valuable and 
practical evidence given before the Committee 
of the House of Representatives dealing with 
the Bill by members of the Executive. 


Wages Protection and Contractors’ Lien 
Act. 

Earnest representations were made to the 
Government, urging amendment of this Act 
in the direction of affording better protection 
to contractors’ interests. The promise had 
been given by the Prime Minister that an 
amending measure would be brought before 
Parliament, and the Committee has good reason 
to believe that a Bill remodelling the whole 
Act was in preparation. Owing first to the 
strike, and later to the outbreak of war, the 
pressure of work on Ministers and Parliament 
was too great to allow of the whole subject 
being dealt with, and it is doubtful if anything 
will be done to further amend the Act during 
the continuance of the war. Although the 
Committee has not succeeded in securing. the 
introduction of a comprehensive measure 
dealing with the whole subject of the Lien 
Act, it has pleasure in placing on record the 
successful efforts put forth to have clearly 
defined what constitutes ‘completion of 
contract’ within the meaning of the Act. 
Owing to the ambiguous wording of sect. 59 
of the Act, and to an opinion expressed by one 
of our Supreme Court Judges, certain owners 
and architects claimed that contractors were 
not entitled to payment of the full amount of 
contract (less 5 per cent. for maintenance) 
until the expiry of the maintenance period, and 
they therefore retained 30 per cent. of the 
contract prices for four months. This inter- 
pretation was causing serious loss and hardship 
to a number of builders. Steps were taken to 
move for the introduction of a short: amending 
Bill (which subsequently became law), which 
would clearly indicate that when a job was 
actually finished the contract was completed, 
steitnslaniling a covenant in the condition 
for maintenance of the premises after 
completion. 


Arbitration Act. 


The Executive has at different times sub- 
mitted proposed amendments of this Act to 


the Government and to the Employers’ Federa. 
tion, several of which have met with approval 
and have found their way into Bills submitted 
to Parliament, but, have not yet been placed on 
the Statute Book. An important alteration 
sought is the increase to five years as the period 
for which the court may make an award. This 
amendment is of special importance to master 
builders and contractors, as the making of short 
period awards means that employers are no 
sooner through with one dispute than another 
is upon them. Continual annoyance and 
friction has resulted from the tardy issue of 
copies of new awards, and this was recently 
emphasised in a case, when two months elapsed 
before the awards were supplied. Application 
to the court to have the date of the award 
altered was unsuccessful, but His Honour Mr, 
Justice Stringer promised he would recommend 
to the Labour Department that amendments 
of the Act be secured to provide that an .ward 
should not begin to operate until the expiry of 
a limited period of time after employers had 
received their copies of award. It is hoped His 
Honour’s recommendations will be acted upon, 
as it is certain it will remove an injustice and 
save a large amount of friction and trouble. 


General Conditions of Contract. 


On the whole the present general conditions 
of contract have proved of great value to the 
trade, and, although there are some omissions 
and deficiencies in them, they nevertheless are 
affording contractors a measure of protection 
and recognition of the rights of the trade not 
previously obtaining in the Dominion. The 
term of five years, for which they were settled, 
has now expired, and they are again open to 
revision should either architects or builders call 
for another Conference. 

Among the matters considered and resolved 
upon by the annual meetings were the follow- 
ing:—The question of the formulation of a 
scheme of insurance for builders’ fire and 
accident risks ; liability of main contractor for 
loss by fire incurred by a sub-contractor; a 
recommendation to employers to take as many 
apprentices as possible; an instruction to the 
Executive to endeavour to secure provisions in 
the industrial conciliation and Arbitration Act 
that will make awards more definitely binding 
on persons who employ tradesmen but who are 
not original parties to the awards; as to the 
need for architects to secure building and other 
permits from local authorities before calling 
for tenders ; that the Institute of Architects be 
asked to agree that tenders for all contracts be 
opened in the presence of any builders who may 
be present when tenders close; the necessity 
that all work carried out by contract should be 
under the control of the principal contractor. 





NEW PREMISES, TUNBRIDGE WELLS. 


The new premises of the Tunbridge Wells 
Gas Company, situate in High-street, have 
recently been opened. The front of the building 
is faced with red brick and stone facings, the 
lower portion being vf Portland and the upper 
of Bath stone. Surmounted is a balustrade 
with pediment in centre, with a carved stone 
date panel. There is an oak and plate glass 
double front with central entrance to the 
show-rooms and offices. An oak staircase, with 
large mullioned and lead-light glazed windows, 
leads to the upper floor. The whole of the 
basement of the premises has been utilised for 
carrying on the work of the company in fittings 
and maintenance and meter testing. A large 
space is provided in the rear for receiving , 
packing. It is entered by doors from the 
side passage, with workmen's lavatories, ® 
meter testing-room, workshops, stores, @M 
issue departments for the varied a 
required. There is also a suitable office TF 
the chief inspector. Mr. Egbert Cronk Was 
the architect, and Messrs. Thos. Bates & Sons 
the builders. 
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PROPOSED NEW BUILDINGS 
AND OTHER WORKS.* 


Ix these lists care is taken to ensure the 
accuracy of the information given, but it may 
casionally happen that, owing to building 
owners taking the responsibility of commencing 
york before plans are finally approved by the 
local authorities, ‘‘ proposed” works, at the 
time of publication, have been actually com- 
menced. Abbreviations:—T.C, for Town 
Council; U.D.C. for Urban District Council ; 
RD.C. for Rural District Council; E.C. for 
Kcucation Committee ; L.G.B. for Local 
Government Board; B.G. for Board of 
Guardians; L.C.C. for London County Council ; 
B.C. for Borough Council; and P.C. for Parish 


Council. 





Amersham.—The_R.D.C. has approved of the 
following plans :—Bungalow, Cross Lanes, Chal- 
font St. Peter. Mir, J. Lilley; cottage, Chalfont 
$. Peter. Miss Welch; alterations, Prestwood 
Lodge, Messrs. Recky; additions to house, Chal- 
font St. Peter, Mr. E. Franklin. 

Ampthill.—Messrs. John Sarson & Co., of 
Leicester, propose to build a factory at Ampthill. 

Birmingham.—The Sites and ‘Buildings Sub- 
Committee is seeking approval for preliminary 
plans for providing the additional accommoda- 
tion required by the new scheme of instruction 
in science. manual and domestic subjects, 

Bridlington.—The B.G. has decided to carry 
out a number of small alterations at the isola- 
ion block. 
4g ee Ferry.—By the death of Mrs, J. G. 
Orchar, of Broughty Ferry, important bequests 
by her husband mature. Mr. Orchar directed 
his trustees on the death of his wife to erect a 
permanent. building for the purposes of an art 
gallery. Part of the residue is to be devoted to 
the purchase of a site in Broughty Ferry, and 
a contribution towards the erection on it and 
endowment of a church in connection with the 
Church of Scotland. ; 

Buckie —The Town Clerk _of Buckie has 
received intimation from the Fishery Board for 
Scotland that the Board has decided to give a 
further grant, amounting to £8,000, to be applied 
towards the completion of the modified scheme 
of harbour extension approved by them and the 
Development Commissioners, . 

Camborne.—At a recent meeting of the U.D.C. 
plans for a workshop for Mr. G. Bicknell, 
Trelowarren-street, and a stores for Messrs. 
Bennett, Sons, & Co., were referred to, the Light- 
ing and Town Improvement Committee, with 
power to act. : 

Coventry.—The following plans have been 
approved by the City Council :—Generating 
house to picture theatre, Stoney Stanton-road, 
for Mr. . arner; refreshment rooms 
(amended), Holbrooks-lane, for Mr. E. Turner; 
bonding and machine shop, Spon-street, for 
Rudge-Whitworth. Ltd.; eight houses, Kings- 
landaavenue. for Mr. A. Barratt; two houses 
with shop and lock-up shop, Upper Well-street. 
for Mr. G. H. Broad; extension of stamping 
shop, Crow-lane, for Rudge-Whitworth, Ltd.; 
munition workers’ hutment. Stoney Stanton- 
toad, for the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion; office and tool shed, Radford Works, 
Daimler-road. for the Daimler Company, Ltd.; 
one house, Binley-road, for Mr. C. Biockley; 
extension. of blacksmith’s shop. Foleshill-road, 
for the Standard Motor Company, Ltd.; four 
houses, Lowther-street, for Mr. E. Woodward; 
two houses, St. Osburg’s-road. for Mr. T. Dalton; 
two houses, Allesley Old-road. for Mr. B. Ault; 
one house and motor i hall’s-lane, for 
Mr. E. Damiels; Working Men’s Club, Eden- 
street, for the Committee; enclosures for dust 
extractors, Sandy-lane, for the Daimler Com- 
pany, Ltd.; glazed roof, Crow-lane, for Rudge- 

hitworth, Ltd.; ten houses, Fisher-road. for 
ilessts. Moss & Co.; nine houses. St. George’s- 
road, for the executors of the late Mr. G. Storer. 

Crompton.— Crompton D.C. has passed 
Plans for several petrol stores for local mills. 

over.—The Town Clerk has received from 

Messrs, Worsfold & Hayward, on behalf of 
be srs. Friend & Co., plans of the proposed 

nded stores under the Viaduct arches. 

Dublin—In a report of the Housing Com- 
mittee on Spitalfields area it is recommended 
that as £8,000 voted for the erection of buildings 
2 the Ormond Market area will not be required. 
ane that sum of revenue be applied to Spital- 

lds, which would enable the committee to deal 
mth one-third of the scheme approximately. As 

an area in the North Lotts, the City Archi- 

. =48 prepared a echeme covering three 
pot ee at an estimated cost of £134,294. The 
sect eet has also estimated £85,487 for three 
sections in the Newfoundland-street area, the 

smated capital outlay being £118,187. ; 
C inburgh.—The Edinburgh Dean of Guild 
ok has granted warrant to the Royal Infirm- 
«Ad alterations at 19, 21, and 25, Archibald- 


aegremont. ~The Egremont D.C. has agreed to 
ee for the last instalment of loan on the 
hed scheme, amounting to £3,600. 

cong aetill and Hawkesbury.—Foleshill D.C. has 
nd ered vlans of proposed extensions by the 

don and North-Western Railway Company. 
: ~ ae cae 
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Galway.—Arrangements are being made for 
holding a bazaar in the summer in aid of the 
funds tor the proposed mew cathedral. 

Glasgow.—Glasgow Dean of Guild Court has 
granted the following linings :—Messrs. F. D. 
Cowieson & Co., structural engineers, 3-25, 
Charles-street, St. Rollox, to erect a workshop 
there; Sir John Stirling-Maxwell, Bart., to form 
a street and sewers off Glasserton-road, New- 
lands; Messrs. A. & J. Main & Co.. Ltd., Tlydes- 
dale lronworks, Possilpark, to erect additions to 
Germistorn Ironworks, Petershill-road; the Steel 
Company of Scotland, to erect an electric power 
station at Blochairn Iromworks; Messrs. Barr 
& Stroud, Ltd., Caxton-street, Anmiesland, to 
make additions to their works there; Mr, David 
Lamb, builder, 65, Possil-road, to erect a terrace 
of twelve self-contained dwelling-houses on the 
north side of Glasserton-road, Newlands; Messrs. 
Redpath, Brown, & Co., Lid., constructional 
engineers, 19, Waterloo-street, to erect buildings 
in North Canal Bank-street. 

Gravesend.—A deputation from the Gravesend 
Corporation is to wait upon the Port of London 
Authority in regard to a proposal to construct 
at Gravesend a deep-water wharf. 

Hartlepool.—The Hartlepools Port Sanitary 
Authority has instructed the Borough Engineer 
to_prepare a plan for a pavilion at the hospital. 

Hitchin.—The U.D.C. has passed plans of 
additions to the Woolpack public-house. sub- 
mitted by Mr. J. W. Bailey. on behalf of Messrs. 
E. K. & H. Fordham, Ltd. 

Hornsey.—The followimg plans have been 
approved by the T.C. :—Conservatory at the rear 
of No, 72, Oakfield-road, Stroud Green. by Mr. 
G. Inwood, of Priory-avenue; for the conversion 
of stabling into two garages, at No. 6, Avenue- 
mews, Muswell] Hill, by Messrs. Edmondsons, 
Ltd.; for entrance lobby at the rear of Nos. 75 
and 77, Crouch Hall-road, Crouch End, by Mr. 
H. D. Evans, Hornsey Rise; for the conversion 
of one house into two houses, at Hope Cottage. 
North-hill, Highgate. by Messrs. Southcott & 
Co., Southwood-lane; ® the conversion of 
stabling into classrooms at the rear of South- 
wood Hall, Highgate, by Messrs. Prickett & 
Ellis, High-street. Highgate. 

Huddersfield.—At a recent meeting of the T.C. 
the Borough Engineer submitted ten different 
specimen plans of houses proposed to be erected 
for the working classes, together with estimates 
of the cost, and it was resolved that plans B, 
E, and H be approved, and that the Engineer 
prepare the necessary plans and specifications, 
ete., with a view of advertising for tenders. 

Linthwaite.—Plams passed by the U.D.C. :— 
For extension to No. 1 amd No, 2 mills at Union 
Mills, Milnsbridge, for Messrs. John Crowther 
& Sons; motor garage at Manchester-road. for 
Messrs. James Dyson & Sons; wood store shed at 
mama for Messrs. Dyson & 

mm. 

Merthyr.—Merthyr Corporation Housing Com- 
mittee has asked the Architect to make a report 
upon. a town planning eme, 

Ossett.—Plans passed by the T.C. :—Coal- 
places) at Westfield Mill, for Messrs. Jonas 
Glover, Ltd.; alterations to Ivy Bank, Station- 
road, for Mr. T. G. Brook; alterations and addi- 
tions to an electrical sub-station at Spring Mill. 
for Messrs. Bickle Bros.; Sub-station in Wesley- 
street, for Messrs. E. Clay & Son. 

Richmond (Yorks).—The R.D.C. has approved 
a plan for a cottage at Dalton. for Mr. Harland. 

Skipton.—The U.D.C. has agreed that certain 
alterations be carried out at-the slaughter- 
houses, involving the provision of lairage accom- 
modation, a shed for carts, etc. 

Smethwick.—Plans approved by the T.C. :— 
Offices in Rolfe-street. for Messrs. S. W. B. 
Stephen. & Co.; new shop, for Messrs. Muntz’s 
Metal any, Ltd., Alma-street; pickling 
shop, French-walls, Alma-street. for Messrs. 
Muntz’s Metal Company, Ltd.; power house at 
St. George’, Works, for Messrs. Guest, Keen, 
& Nettlefolds, Lid.; motor garage and porch in 
Suffrage-street, for Mr. F. Collins; extension to 
works in Rolfe-street, for Messrs. Harper. Son, 
& Bean; outbuildings, rear of Picture House, 
Bearwood-road. for Mr. E. Hewitson; motor 
house for Mr. J. T. Brockhouse. United Counties 
Bank, High-street; garage for Messrs. Chance 
Bros. & Co., Ltd., in Spom-lane; alterations to 
No. 68, Stoney-lane, for Mr. G. Willey. 

Southgate.—A: preliminary L.G.B. inquiry 
was recently held at the Southgate Counci! 
Offices, to consider the proposal of the Council 
to adopt a town plan. 

Spain.—Tenders will be opened at the ‘‘ Casa 
Consistorial,” Ferrol, on March 22, for the carry- 
ing out of certain street paving and drainage 
works dn at town, at an estima cost of 
110,616 pesetas (about £4,400). The Gaceta of 
February 11 notifies that tenders will be opened 
thirty days from that date by the municipal 
authorities at Linares, for the construction of a 
school at that town. at an estimated cost of 
99,681 pesetas (about £3,990). The ‘ Direocién 
General de Obras Puiblicas ” has authorised the 
municipal authorities of San Sebastian to con- 
struct a bridge over the mouth of the Rio 


rumea. 

Stafford.—_The L.G.B. has issued an order for 
the extension of the borough of Stafford. The 
boundary submitted by the Corporation has, 
with thre. smal] exceptions, approved by 
the Board. Stafford Castle and a strip of land 
adjoining has been excluded. and there is a 
slight diversion in Tillington and another in 
Hopton and Coton. 

Stockton.—The Plans Committes of the U.C. 
has p plans for six houses for Mr. J. W. 
Bainbridge in Mowbray-road, Norton, 
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Toronto.—The Iperial Trade Correspondent at. 
Toronto reports that a Chicago company, which 
has a large departmental store in Toronto, is 
naving erected in that city. for use in connection 
with its mail order business, a fireproof building 
eleven stories high, with a floor space of approxi- 
mately 9 acres. 

Tranent.—The T.C. has passed the amended 
plens for the new picture house. 

Ventnor.—The .D.C. has approved plans 
deposited by Messrs. Ingram & Sons of a porch 
to an office in Dudley-road, for Mr. H. Milligan. 
and a plan redeposited by Mr. E. A. Vincent of 
proposed alterations to No. 79, High-street. for 
the trustees of the Congregational Church. 


GENERAL BUILDING NEWS. 


ARBROATH INFIRMARY. 

Arbroath new Infirmary buildings are prac- 
tically completed, and the formal opening 
of the institution will take place shortly. The 
buildings have cost a sum of £14,000. The 
original proposal was to reconstruct the original 
infirmary buildings, but the subscriptions 
received for this purpose exceeded what was 
required for the purposes of reconstruction, 
and the directors decided to pull down the old 
structure and build an entirely new infirmary. 
The buildings have been erected according 
to plans prepared by Mr. Hugh Gavin, architect, 
Arbroath, 


TRADE NEWS. 

No. 4, Fitchett’s-court, Noble-street, E.C., 
is being rebuilt by Messrs. E. A. Roome & Co., 
of Crown Works, Urswick-road, Hackney, 
under the superintendence of Messrs. Davis & 
Emanuel and Henry C. Smart, architects, of 
2, Finsbury-circus, E.C., 

Boyle’s latest patent “ air-pump ”’ ventilators 
have been adopted for the Council Schools, 
Resolven, Glam. 

The Herbert Strutt Schools, Belper, are being 
supplied with Shorland’s patent exhaust roof 
ventilators by Messrs. E. H. Shorland & Brother, 
Ltd., of Failsworth, Manchester. 


—+- + 
PATENTS. 


APPLICATIONS PUBLISHED.* 





643 of 1915.—James Jackson, Stanley 


- Greenhalgh, and Andrew Robertson: Jigging 


or shaking conveyors. 

745 of 1915.—Edward James Davison and 
Charles Percival Tooley: Chequer bricks as 
used in the chequering chambers of carburetted 
water-gas plants or coke oven chambers. 

816 of 1915.—Fred Willard Hargrave and 
James Augustus Wheeler: Methods of forming 
fireproof building construction, such as doors, 
trim, or the like. 

868 of 1915.—-Edward Frederick Stimson : 
Cut-out storage tanks for use in connection 
with hot-water apparatus. 

899 of 1915.—John Jack and William Jack : 
Machines for drying and tarring road metal and 
other analogous purposes. 

932 of 1915.—Ernest Richard Royston 
(Fulcher Concrete Block and Paving Company, 
U.S.) : Moulding-presses. 

983 of 1915.—Thomas McRae, jun. : 
ventilators. , 

1,069 of 1915.—Wilfred. Hiram Lowe and 
John Shepherd : Lever locks and latches, 
1,220 of 1915.—Frederick William 

Construction of floors and the like. 

1,301 of 1915.—Arthur Gerald Gray: 
Apparatus for scrubbing floors, decks, and the 
like. 

1,422 of 1915.—Arthur William Curran 
Schelff and Thomas Stamps Allden: Ferro- 
concrete structures, 

1,527 of 1915.—Henry Frederick Farrar 
Sedgwick: Machines for bending metal sheets, 
and for like purposes, 

1,532 of 1915.—Wilberforce Cobbett : Means 
and apparatus for the automatic discharge 
of sewage and liquids from tanks, sewers, or 
other receptacles. 

1,858 of 1915.—Ernest Sidney 
Fittings for spring roller-blinds. 














Roof 





Edlin : 











Dupree : 








* Ail these applications are in the stage in 
which opposition to the grant of Patents upon 
them can be made. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE. 


° s 
Tue following are the present rates of wages in the Building Trade in the principal towns of England and 
Wales. It must be understood that, while every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, we cannot be responsible 


for errors that may occur :— 





»| Brick- | Plas- 




















































































































| Car- Masons ’ . 
enctie Masons.| Brick- | penters, ,P!@8- | siaters,| Plum- aati La- | J@yers’ | terers 
| layers. ; terers, | bers. | La- La- 
| | Joiners. | bourers. | bourers, | bourers. 
aa, “S - - 2... | a. | ee. a d. le d. d. 
Aberdare ........ 9 — | Ot %); — 9 8 6} 6} 63 
Accrington ...... | - 30 10 9h | 9 | 9 9 | 9} 6} 64 64 
Altrincham ...... 9} 10 104 10 || 84 10 =| 9 64 7 7 
er cgggadlanaad a et * et . .. | 4 St it 
Pree | } 
Barrow-in-Furness, | of a of A, 9} ot | af a a Z, 
BOEEY cccccccece + | _— 
REE | 8} 8} 84 8 74 8 | 74 6 6 6 
Bedford........-. 8 8 84 8 9 | 6+ 5} 54 6 
Birkenhead ...... 1l 11 11 114 11 11 vk 7 7 
Birmingham .... | iu 11} 11} 114 104 113 | 9 8} 8} 8h 
Bishop Auckland... | = OF R. os | ra a ot ot , of 
Blackburn ...... | 10 n 
Blackpool ...... 103 | 9} | 9} 94 | 4 93 -| 84 6 6 
MIR. Gakwas sues 10 10 | 10 10} | 7 10 | 9 .. i, 7 
Bournemouth .... 8h | 9 | 9 9 8 9 | 8 6 63 
Bradford ........ | 10 | 10 | 9 94 | 10 10 | 8} 7 7 7 
Bridgwater ...... 6} | 6F |  6f 6} | 6} 6) 6 4 4 4 
WPEIOD vc cc ccs  f 8h 84 8} _- 8 | 7 6 6 6 
cS ees | 10k | 104 103 10} | 10 | 9} 8 8 8 
Burnley.......... 10, | 104 9} 9} 8 | oF | OF 7 7 7 
Burton-on-Trent .. o | S | 9 9} 9 | 8} 64 6} 64 
ere 10s | 103 | 10 9 | 9} 10 1 : 7 7 
Cambridge ...... 94 | 9 9 9} 9} $ 7 6 6 
Canterbury ...... | 8 | 8 8 10 | — 83-9 | 7 5 5 5 
Cardiff .......... | 108 10} 10} 10} | 10} 103 | 93 7} 7} 7} 
Chatham ........ | 8 9 A | 9 | 9 | ; } : 6 ‘, 
Chelmsford ...... 8 74 8 9 — 7} ; 5 6 
= Deir: Hee | of A | - of | re Si | - ee | : : 
on EO | i 
} 

Chesterfield ...... ia 9 | 9 8 9 8} | 8 5} 5} 5} 
Colchester ...... 8 8} 8} 9 8 9 | 6 54 5} 54 
Coventry ........ ” 10} 7 10} oF 10: | i 7} 73 
are 7 8 9 8 8 | ; 54 
Darlington ...... | a 10, 10 104 10 9} | 8] a s z 
Fa | | 
Doncaster ...... 9} 94 9 9 9 9 8 64 64 7 
rr | 8} | 8} | 8} 8} 8} 8 7k 64 64 64 
Durham ee ; 9 | 9 | 9% 9 10 | 9 8} 6 6 6} 
East Glam. and) | ss ~~. 

Mon, Valleys.... 5 10 eo | 8 10 9 7 7 7 
eee 8 | 8} | 8 8} 73 | 7 | 7 5} 5} 5} 
Folkestone ...... 8} | 8} | .8% 9 8s | 8} 7-74 64 64 64 
a er : | 84 | 1 7 : "4 :s St ot bt bt bt 
Grantham ...... | = _ | 
Genre Cococdooce —_ | 10 | 10 — — 9} 8} : ; 7 
Grimsby ........ 9 9 | 9 9} 9 9 8} 7 
Great Yarmouth .. 8 | 8 | 8 — 8 8 64 5 5 — 
Halifax ...ccccess Oh 10 | 9} 8} 8} 9 a 4 . 
Harrogate ........ 9 94 9 9 8 94 64 6 
Hartlepools.... 10 10} 10} 10} 10 10 | 9 74 7 8 
Hastings ........ 8} 8 8 8} 8 8 7 64 5} 64 
Hereford ......... } 8 8 | 7} 8k 8 7 7 5} 5} et 
Huddersfield .... | 10 10 | 94 94 10 9 84 74 7 7 
SR | 10} 10 10 10 10 10 9 8 8 8 
ee eee | _8% 8 | = 8S 9 9 8} 7 5$ 54 5t 
Lancaster ...... | 10 10 | 9 9 9 9 9 6 6 64 
Leamington Spa .. | 9 9 | 9 8} 9 9 | 8 6 6 6 
RE Paienneanes | 103 103 | 10 10 10 10 | 8} it 7 7 
Leicester | 10} 10 104 10} 11 10 9 74 8 
Lincoin =. 8h | 8h 9 8h 8h | 8 6 5t 6} 
Liverpool ee 2 me 11 11 104 11 | 9} a 7 7 

4 lly 9 9% | 9 8s | 9 8 8 5 5 
nore } iif 114 uit uf | == wt 9 8 Hy y 
Loughborough .. | oF St St a : St 7 5 St 6 
LUtOM secccccess 4 4 
Maidstone ........ | 9 9 9 9 9 9 8 6 6 6 
Manchester......-. | 1 | WW i. | # 10 11 94 74 74 74 
Mansfield ...... 8} | 9 | 8} 8 ae 8 8 6 6 ee 

$ 
Merthyr Tydfil 9} | 9} 9} | 9} 8} 9 8 64 6} 64 
Middlesbrough .. 10 104 10} | 104 10 10 8} 74 74 8 
ee | of |e) BR] | RT S| PT BL 
Ne _ } 
Northampton...... | aD 9 0 | 8 | 9 8 6 6 6 
= a | sof | 104 | 104 104 Of 104 f x 8 3} 

diem «..--.... | 2 | we | 10} 10 10° 9} 7 7 7 
GRE ccc cccccs | G 
SE. eeee'ee ee | 9 9 9 9 8 9 8 6} 6} 64 
Plymouth ...... - | 9* 9* 9* 9 9* 8 6}* 64* 64 
Pontypridd .,.... | 8 | 9 9 94 9 | 9 8 64 64 64* 
Portsmouth"... 2 & of ot | of 7 | 8 74 7 7 a 

PrestOM =. wee eee | F 4 
CO | 8h | 9 9 | % |; — 9 74 6 6 6 
Rochdale *:..... 10} | 108 10 | 10 | 83 10 9 7 7 7} 
Rochester ...... 8 } 9 9 | > 4 9 8} 73 6 6 6 
Rugby. Bh eisote |. % ot ot be a S e ft St . 6 4 

4 ae ¢ | 9- - J 
St. Helens ........ 9 | 9 10 9% | oF | of 9} 6 6} 6 
Scarborough ...... 9 94 9 84 8 9 8 7 7 7 
Sheffield ........ 10) cA t 104 9 | 10 | A | 9 7 7 7 
Shrewsbury — mi t —_— | 
Southampton’ .... 8§ | oF | ob 8% | — | 8 | 8 6 6} 6} 
Southend-on-fea oe 9 | 9 | 9 9  ~=|P’cework 9 | 7 . 6 6 6 
Southport ...... 4 ae 9} 9} | 9} | 9} 9} 64 7 7 
South Shields .... 11 | 11 | 11 11 10 8} | 94 7} 7 7 
Stockport ...... 11 104 10 | 10 | OF | 10 9} 6 7 7} 
Stockton-on-Tees . 10° | 104 10} 10§ | 10 | 10 | 9 7 7 
Stoke-on-Trent .. - 4 7 9 | 9 | — | 8} 8} 6 6 — 
ae a 7 74 7k | 7$ | 73 7 5 5 5 
Sunderland ...... ns i Re 11 | 10 | 10 9 | 94 7 7} 7} 
Swansea ........ ot | ot ot ge | 8 | 9 | 9 64 64 64 
OS ee | — | 6 | 64 4 4} 4} 
ROPGURY ve vccses 8 | 8 8 | 8 .. | 8 | 8 6 6 6 
Wakefield ...... 9}. | 9} » | 9} 8} | 9. | 8 7 7 7 
nen i a ee - | @:] <= 10 | 8 62 6} 64 
Warrington .... | 8} | 103 10 | 10: | 8 | 10f | 9% 6} 6} | 6 
West Bromwich .. i | 10 10 10} | — | - 7 8 7 _ a 7 
ea ae : | 104 9% | 9} e.~ 94 9} 7 3 7 
Windsor ........ abe or tee 7] ft — | 6 6 6 
Wolverhampton... | 9% | 9 | 8 | 10 | 8 10 | 8 | .6 | 6 6} 
Worcester ...... = ae ze. me 2a ime on 6 
eee , oj | 9} 9 9} | 9} 9 | 8} 7: I 7 re 





The mason’s rate given is for bankers ; fixers usually $d. per hour extra. 
* War bonus of 2s. per week granted. + War bonus of 3s. per week granted. 
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2,775 of 1915.—Leslie Sylvester Hackney. 
Ventilating systems and apparatus therefor. 

2,796 of 1915.—Henry Neville: Fastening: 
for windows. ™ 

3,059 of 1915.—Frederick Johns Hodges - 
Accelerated circulating system for low-pressure 
hot-water heating apparatus. 

3,095 of 1915.—Henry Schrimgeour 
Valentine: Gas fires. 

3,255 of 1915.—William Hensman: Fire 
escapes. 

3,377° of 1915.—Jane Lister (né& Williams); 
Screw socket or wall plug. 

3,819 of 1915.—John Henry Doherty : Door 
or other letter-boxes. 

3,842 of 1915.—George Rutter: Means or 
appliances for facilitating the raising and 
lowering of heavy weights, specially applicable 
for working scenery and theatrical effects, 

3,892 of 1915.—Hubert William Freebury: 
Means for cutting tubes and the like. 

4,013 of 1915.—Hans Weide: Latches. 

4,014 of 1915.—Hans Weide: Latches, 

4,369 of 1915.—Robert Falkland Carey and 
Waygood Otis, Ltd. : Rotary pumps or motors, 

4,890 of 1915.—Norman Frederick Ramsay: 
Locks and latches. 

4,969 of 1915.—Walter Jackson: Chimney 
pots, ventilating tops, or the like. ; 

5,823 of 1915.—Charles Edward Lucas: 
Folding-gates. 

5,942 of 1915.—Frederick Charles Tilley: 
Brackets and like supports. , 

6,911 of 1915.—James Damrel Prior : Boilers 
of heating apparatus and hot-water supply 
systems. 

7,240 of 1915.—William Thomas Kennan 
and John Hillis: Sliding windows. 

8,977 of 1915.—Fred Dyson: Gates. 

9,139 of 1915.—Charles Pattinson: Glazing 
for roofs, 

10,077 of 1915.—Secondo Sacerdote: Guard 
for protecting the faces of workmen. 

10,139 of 1915.—George Durham and Charles 
William McQuirk’:* Process of cleaning surface. 

10,587 of 1915.—Ernest Henry Peabody and 
Walter Benjamin Tardy: Emergency exits. 

11,247 of 1915.—Albert Alfred Buss: Means 
for and method of covering roofs, walls, or the 
like with corrugated or other overlapping 
sheets. 

11,497 of 1915.—James Wilson Cooper: 
Apparatus for cutting trenches for drains and 
the like. 

11,752 of 1915.—Joseph John Markovitch: 
Quick-action wrenches. 

12,202 ¥of 1915.—Frederick Thomas Henry 
Goodwin: Grinding or milling potters’ and 
like materials. 

12,540 of 1915.—James Bevan Hayward 
and Charles Shaw : Fencing. 

12,924 of 1915.—George Pate and Arthur 
Reginald Wood: Electric heating apparatus. 

13,365 of 1915.—Francis Findlay : Cowls_or 
hoods for ventilation shafts. 

13,440 of 1915.—James Henry Morris : Door, 
gate, and like latches. 

13,613 of 1915.—Harold Wade (Pennsylvania 
Wire Glass Company, U.S.): Skylights. |. 

14,122 of 1915.—Henry Richard Brain: 
Tanks or the like for heating liquid. 

14,199 of 1915.—William Henry Tonks and 
Walter Sparks : Opening and closing appliances 
for hinged windows and the like. 
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WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE. 


Sheffiel 1.—The following agreement. entered 
into between the Sheffield Master Builders 
Association and the bricklayers’ socicties, © 
to come into operation on Friday, March 3:— 
“That a war bonus of 6d. (sixpence) pet 
day or a maximum of 3s. (three a 
per week be paid, commencing on the third 
dav of March, 1916, such bonus to include any 
bonus now being paid; the bonus to be com 
ditional on not more than one hour being re 
per day by circumstances over which = 
employee has control; the bonus also to 
subject to two months’ notice given al - 
time, and in all other conditions subject te - 
existing working rules. N.B.—In an) a 
where a war bonus exceeding »S. Bee 
shillings) per week is now being pal 
foregoing resolution shall not affect the exce 
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PULPIT IN ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH, ST. ALBANS.—MEASURED AND DRAWN BY MR. JOHN W. ENGLISH. 
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THE ABBOT'S DOOR, ST. ALBANS CATHEDRAL, HERTFORDSHIRE.—MEASURED AND DRAWN BY MR. JOHN W. ENGLISH. 





















































1916. 
ROLAND PAUL, F.S.A.. ARCHITECT. 
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BRISTOL CATHEDRAL.—Mr. 
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ENTRANCE TO LABORATORIES. 
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WEST END OF QUADRANGLE. 


al 
BY MR. CHARLES HOLDEN, A.R.I.B.A. 
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KING'S COLLEGE FOR WOMEN.—“ impressions,” 





UNIVERSITY OF LONDON: 





SOUTH SIDE OF REFECTORY. 

















ReErectory TERRACE. 
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WREN’'S CHURCHES: ST. MICHAEL'S, COLLEGE HILL. 
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WREN'S CHURCHES: Sr. JAMES. GARLICK HILL. 
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PRICES CURRENT ‘OF MATERIALS. 





{Owing to the exceptional ciroumstanoés which 
prevail at tho present time, prices of materials 
should be confirmed by inquiry.] 


Since our last. issue white and red lead have been 


increased, and several other prices altered.—ED. 


*,* Our aim in this list is to give, as far as possible, the 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect prices 
—a fact which should be remembered by those who 
make use of this information. 


BRICKS, &c. 


Per 1000 Alongside, ag River ne . 8. 


Best StOCKS ....-csereceeecvcmecssscsesecs 0 
Picked Stocks for Facings ....6..s..¢.+e005% 2-12 
Per 1000, Delivered } Railway ‘Depat, a 
8. . 8 
Flettons .....- i 10 0 BestBluePressed 
ne Fareham Staffordshire. ¢ 14 
sons Sean 312 0 Do. Bullnose . 418 
BestRed Pressed Bess Stourbridge 
Ruabon Facing 5 5 0 Fire Bricks .. 4 14 


GLAZED BRICKS— 


ok 5 cs Gok Git 


Best White, D’ble Str’tch’rs 17 17 
Ivory, and Double Headers 14 17 
Salt Glazed One Side and 
Stretchers 12-7 6 two Ends.... 18 17 

Headers .....- 1117 6 Two Sides and 

Quoins, Bullnose one End .... 19 17 
and 4} in. Splays and 

a, 1517 6 Squints ee Me 


Second Quality £1 per 1000 less than best. 


Thames Ballast ......... é 7 9 per yard, delivered. 
‘Thames and PitSand...... 8 O ,, > as 
Best Washed Sand........ iP x < 
Per ton, delivered. 
£s d. £s. d. 
Best Portland Cement ........ 5 0 289 


2 
Do. £2 1s, alongside in 80-ton lots. 
Ferrocrete 2s, 6d. per ton extra on above. 
Best Ground Blue Lias Lime.... 1 3 6 at rly. depdt. 
Notz.—The cement or lime is exclusive of the ordinary 
charge for sacks. 


Grey Stone Lime .......... 17s. Od. per yard delivered. 
‘Stourbridge Fireclay in s’cks 30s. 0d. per ton at rly. dpt. 
STONE. 
Bata SToNE—delivered in railway trucks at s. d. 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or 
South Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. cube ...... ee 
Do. do. delivered in Railway trucks at Nine 

Elms, L. & S.W.R., per ft. cube............ 1 8} 
Do. do. delivered on road waggons, Nine Elms 

BOES cccccucsthiasss MV hep Oar becshaay Suede 1 9} 
PORTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Westbourne Park, G.W.R., South Lambeth, 

G.W.R., or Nine Elms, orL. & 8.W., per ft. 
UND 5's 0.0:dd.ad's mattis bee Sica wah Siee oaks 2 5s 

Lo. do. delivered on road waggons at Pimlico 
Wharf'or Nine Elms Depét, per ft. cube .- 2 6 


White Basebed, 2d. per ft. cube extra. 
Random BLocKS—Per “ Cube, delivered at Rly. Depét. 
“- 8. d. 
Ancaster in blocks. 2 0 


5 Closeburn Red 
Beer in blocks .... 1 7} Freestone ...... 2 2 
Grinshill in blocks 2 4 Redand White Mans- 
Darley Dale in field Random block 2 9 
ED cn sc cake 2 5 Yellow Magnesian 


Limestonedo.do. 3 2 
York StTONE—Robin Hood Quality. 


Per Ft. Cube, Delivered at Railway Depét. s. d. 
Scappled random blocks ...........cseeeeses 3 4 
Per Ft. Super., Del jvered at Railway Depét. 

6 in. sawn two sides lundings to sizes (under 

MEM: PEDOT)  is.6ccdnce oS akin ode eeb ee hc 5 
6 in. rubbed two sides ditto, ditto ............ 28 

3 in. sawn two sidés slabs (random te) ..1. 2. @ 
2 in. to 2 in. sawn one side slabs (random sizes) 0 8 
ip la. to 2 in, ditto, ditto ........csccecccceee' O 6 
Harp Yorr— 

Per Ft. Cube, Delivered at Railway Depot. 

Scappled random blockS .........+-cececeeue 


Per Ft. Super., Delivered at Railway Depét. 
6 in. sawn two sides landing to sizes (under 40 ft. 


a ee OES Se ros FEC LER fat Oy 3 
Sin, rubbed two sides ditto .................. Be 
: n. Sawn two sides slabs (random sizes) ........ 10 

2 in, self-faced random flagg ............... Tee ee 

Per 1000 
Res TILES. f.o.r. London, 
machine-made tiles or hand-made sand- 
tiles from either Broseley or ;£ s. d. 
Staffordshire district ............4.+. 000. 212 6 
<a gy ig TO ORS NS ee EN IN 215 0 
Hip and valicy tiles (per dozen)... 1 *** 0 5 6 
Per 1000 of 1200 
SLATES. _ £.0.7. conn, 
Best Blue Ban 16 6 
gor ete 20 OF De cscs icdsns 1116 0 
First quality ang totcabete 1110 0 
Bt is Porn Pe a A ee 515 0° 
ety eS 
” » 16 by'8: nds s2 cee” Gone oe 
WOoD. 
Best BurLprxg REDWOOD, - 
ported sizes, Per standard, 
Deals: 4 in. by 12 in,, 4in. £ 8. 4. £8 4, 
ry! 11 in., 3 in, by et in., 
at by 9 in., and 2 in. 
Bia by in. ij i by ving 29°00 .. 3010 0 
nd2in.by9in....... 28 6 6 -- 2910 0 
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WOOD (Continwed). 


Bgst Buritpine Repwoop. 


Per standard. 


ae: yg »2hin,, andSin.) £ s, d. 
y 8in 


eee eee eee 


ee ee 





fe 


-» 2 10 


2 
5) 


less than: best. 


battens. 


d. 


0 


more than 


Per a of 50 ft. cube. 


2 4% E in., and 3 in, by }24 0 0 
Scantlings : 2 in. by 3 in., 
2 in. by 3} in., 2 in. by 
4in., 2in. by 43 in. when 
3 ree by 4 in., and 8 in. by 
Boards : “i in., 1}. im., and 
jt in. by 6in.and 7 in. 010 O 
a ale wha bn 3 Onan 100 
Sesonts : building quality 
deals, battens, boards, 
and scantlings ........ a 
Best Middling Dantzic and 
Memel Fir Timber Logs 
(average specification) .. 8 10 
Seconds do. do. + 8 0 ° 
9in.to10in,. do. .....; i 0 0 
Sin. CoGin. do. ....0 610 0 
Stocks very limited. 
Sawn pitch pine logs (about 
35 cu. ft. average) ...... 10 0 0 
Do. 6in.tol0in..... 8 0 0 
Sawn Swedish Balks 4 in. by 
4in.to6in. by 7in..... 610 0 
Per 
Best Pitch Pine Deals ...... 34 0 0 
Rio ea 1 evens eee 23 0 0 
Under 2 in. thick .......... 010 0 
JOINERS’ Woop. 
White Sea First Quality Red: 
oe Bl Rk Terre $85 0 0 
3 in. by 11 in., and 2 in. 
SM ass wot eae oe 384 0 O 
are a 33 0 0 
3 in. by 9 in., and 2} in, 
by 9 Seta an hae 32 0 0 
9 in. by 11 in. boards 100 
7 in. and 8 in, battens .... 24 0 O 
7 in. and 8 in. boards 10 0 
Seconds quality .......... 20 0 
ee £2 to £3 
Archangel White Deals— 
Best 3 in. by ll in. ...... 28 0 0 
3 in. by 9 in. and 10in. 26 0 O 


Seconds, do. 
U.S. Battens 


Per load. 
, 


25 0 
extra. 


36 


35 
34 


33 0 


0 
0 
0 


; more tha 


oo. csc of 


0 
0 
0 
0 
n 


ae Ys 


25 


more 
battens. 
less than best. 


less than 
seconds, 


29 0 
27 0 


0 
0 


110 © less than best. 


19 16 OU 


20 0 


0 


Prepared Floorings and Matchings, Seconds Swedish 


Red and equal— 
1} in, by 7 in. planed and 
Sp, ee Ree 


ty) 
1} in. by 7 in. planed and 


DIED \ 5 edhctca ast 190 
1 in. by 7 in. planed and . 
; Ee ye rr er 13.0 
1 in. by 7 in. planed and 
MARNOS  . fad Nicccadesss i383. s 
? in. by 7 in. planed, 
matched and beaded, or 
ORE Ae 018 0 
eS fF N Sor 138 0 
2 Se a | Se ee 014 0 
Columbian or Oregon Pine, Per 
best quality ..........%% 35 O O 
Yellow Pine—First, regular 
ME +? biay.dc Sosy Sviaees 57 0 0 
CR ctsien dathccscede 39:0 O 
Seconds, regularsizes .... 43 10 0 
Oddments _........ 37 10 0 
Kauri Pine—Planks per ft. 
BO eR iS254e5 58% 0 7 6 
Oak Logs— 
Large, per ft. cube ...... 06 0 
SE Fi cde isc tos. f Saves o's 0656 0 
has: at Oak Logs, per ft. 
Redtubichins calves hed 0 106 
Dry Wainscot Oak, per ft. 
super, as inch i chaste 010 
? in. do. do... 0 010 
Dry Mahogany — Honduras, 
Mt 9g, per ft. super, as 
Seles bad ccein ce 0-10 
Selected, Figury, per ft. 
super, as inch ~.... ee lap cae 
Cuba Mahogany ........ 01 6 
Dry Walnut, American, per 
super, aS inch ........ 010 
French, “ Italian,”’ Walnut... 0 1 0 
Teak, per load dae OR or 
Moulmei BRP ye eH 28 0 0 
Do. do, (Java) ....... 25 0.0 
American Whitewood planks, 
per ft. qube i... ..0.s 0 6. 6 
METALS. 


tops GIRDERS, &c. 


sections, basis pri 
Piain Competed 
ordinary Sections 


oeeeee 


Piain Compound Stanchions 23 0 


Angles, Tees, and Ses yi PES 
ordinary sections — 
Flitch Plates 
Cc Iron Columns 
Stanchions, plain oer. 
patterns ... 


ee eee eens 


{Turning Th 





initial 
40 


In London or 
Railway Vans, 
Rolled Steel Toigta,  codiaaty .. . 


Per square actual. 
pe ar 13 


1138 
1 6 
eb 
0 19 


1 5 
0 15 


0 


eo olUcO8llUO 


Cam 


0 


upwards, 


oo 
_ 


oo 
3 oo Me Err 


per to 
e** @, 
21 


23 0 
24 10 


21 1” 
21 10 


14 0 


on FBS OO 


e® SS aeawFan -w~ 


delivered 


n. 


of 


oo oo 


o 











METALS (Continued). 


Per ton, in London. 


IRoN— &: a6 .& £ a da 
Common Bars ............ > pl ee a — 
Staffordshire Crown Bars, 

good merchant quality .. 15 10 0 1610 90 


staffordshire “Marked Bars” a4 0 ; ea 8 - 0 
Mild Steel Bars ............ 6 10 0 
Steel Bars, Ferro-Concrete ‘celaay el? 10s. basis price. 

Hoop Iron, basis price .... 18 10 O .. 0 

» Galvanised .. 30 0 0 ,.. 38 0 0 
"( And upwards, according to size and gauge.) 
Sheet Iron Black— 
Ordinary sizes to 20 g. .... 18 10 0 .. .19 0 
ase 19'30".0%-..°°R) OD 
, re b&b Vi wave 
Sheet’ Iron, oalvvanteed flat, ordinary quality— 
Ordinary sizes, a by 2 ft. 
to 3 ft. to 2 00 
wed 0 d0de «cata - %e 0 


, ” 


sooo * 


as. Py OEP 
ae le sizes to 2 
24g. 
Ordinary sizes to 26 g. y wate 
Sheet Iron, Galvanised, flat, Vest -avality—" 
Ordinary sizes to 20g. .. a 


22 g. 

Be heee beus eu 010 0 
Ordinary sizes to 26 g. .... 883 10 0 
Galvanised Corrugated Sheets— 


Oneery sizes, 6 ft. to 8 ft, 


~ 
i) 
i 


g. 8 
Ordinary sizes, 22 g. & 24 g. : 
Ordinary sizes, 26g. ...... 0 

Best Soft Steel Sheets, 6 ft, 
by 2 ft. to 3 ft. to 20g. and 
wy ed On Vs 


PO dived canto uientnakss s 20 0 0 
Beat Soft Steel Sheets, 26g... 2115 0 
Cut Nails, 3 in. to 6 7 18 10 0 . 
(Under 3 in., usual trade extras.) ) 
Galvanised prices are nominal under the present 
exceptional conditions, 


LEAD, &c. 

Delivered in London, 
LeEaD—Shect, English, 4 lb. £ 6. d 
and up 
Pipe in. coils ..... pees 
Soil pipe 
Compo pipe 
Nors—Country delivery 20s, per ton extra ; 

5 cwt. 1s, per cwt, extra, 


01 


19 0 0 


eee eee eee ee ee 


sete eee eeeee 


lots under 


CopPpER— 
Strong Sheet 
Thin 


Pill 


Copper nails 
Copper wire 

Brass— 
Strong Sheet 
Thin 


TInN—English Ingots .. os 
SOLDER—Plumbers’ .. » 
Tinmen’s 
Blowpipe 


_— as 
woocoees aaan 


eococo sooo 
Be Oe ee —e ee 


GLASS. 


ENGLISH SHEET GLASS IN CRATES OF STOCK 
SIZES AND IN SQUARES IN ORDINARY SIZES. 


Per Ft, Per Ft, 
15 oz. thirds ...... 51d 32 oz. thirds ..... . Bed, 
21 oz. thirds ...... 6}d. oo. Womrthe ..... Tae 
26 oz, thirds ...... 7d. Fluted Sheet, 15 oz, 53d. 
» fourths .... 63d, eo 21 oz, 6¢d, 
ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE IN CRATES OF STOCK 
SIZES. wa” eg 

© Bebed WOO 6 iS FF 6 oie ce dea ivs cpbcvctos 
va Rough rolled and rough cast plate ........ 43d. 
Rough rolled and rough cast plate ........ i. 


Figured Rolled, Oxford Rolled, Doasete, gag 





Muffied, and Rolled Oathedral, white . 5d, 
Ditto, Wii's 0s cbae ondlecbecenndedce 64d. 
WUE DN iis os sce occ icnedhceocde cece 4id. 
OILS, &c. 2 s. 4. 
Raw Linseed Oil in pipes ...... per gallon 03 9 
- eo » in barrels .. ma 0 310 
‘i a » indrume .. " 0441 
Boiled a » in barrels .. e 04.0 
» In drums... ~ 04 4 
Turpentine ‘in DOWNS Sis ed oo o Dp €'8 
in drums ....:... 044 
Genuine Ground English White Lead, per ton 49 15 0 
(In not less than 5 cwt. casks.) 
OG Wb cdc one ccnes shou per ton 48 0 0 
Best Linseed Oil Putty ........ per cwt, 011 0 
Stockholm’ Tar ..........2...%. per barrel 112 0 
GENUINE WHITE LEAD PAINT— 
** Blackfriars,‘’ ‘‘ Nine Elms,”’ “ Park,” and 
other best brands (in 14 lb. tins) not less 
than 5 cwt. lots........ per ton delivered 6115 0 
VARNISHES, &c. Pe Lone. 
Fine Pale Oak Varnidh’. oj)... .cccpeccesccacs 08 0 
Pale Copal Gam 0 fiVG4%. N8SEs ad coc cclecce - 010 6 
Superfine Pale Elastic Oak ............... 012 6 
Fine Extra Hard Church Oak .............. 010 0 
—- Hard- -drying Oak, for. seats of 
Ray err Fodevivnsetheneks 014 6 
Wime Tlagtie Carrtea@e 5 ooo wincccesccocccce 012 9 
Superfine Pale Elastic Carriage ............ 916 0 
Fine Pale Maples 002i o¥edcce tcc ccccscccce 010 0 
Finest Pale Durabie EER aR ALS 018 6 
Extra Pale French Oil .... ‘0 
Eggshell Flating Varnish 0 
White Pale Enamel ..... 0 
Extra Pale Paper .......... 0 
Best Japan Gold Size..... bca% a's 0 ¥'nb veites - 010 O 
Best Black Japam: ...... 0... cchevceses bo ie 16 0 
Oak and a Stain | ka TSbe be ls ode coe 0 9.9 
MOS ‘nod Chios. desd wed belécision 080 
NE 550d ose Cbend. vn bndheheaievicas 016 0 
DIENT. Nin sande Uhl 5.6 gar P en code 6s ovine 010 0 
French » Brusk Polish’: o's. be sesbcpyey (OD 2 
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List of Competitions, Contracts, etc. 


For some contracts still open, but not included in this List, 
advertised in this number: Competitions, —; Contracts, iv., vi.; Public Appointments, —; Auction Sales, xx. 
conditions beyond those given in the following information are imposed in some cases, such as: 


see previous issues. 


Those with an asterisk (*) are 
Certain 
the advertisers do not bind 


themselves to accept the lowest or any tender; that a fair wages clause shall be observed; that no allowance will be made 
for tenders; and that deposits are returned on receipt of a bona-fide tender unless stated to the contrary. 


The date given at the commencement of each paragraph is the latest date when the tender, or the names of those willing 


to submit tenders, may be sent in. 


*,* It must be understood that the following paragraphs are printed as news, and not as advertisements; and that while every 
endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 





Contracts, 


BUILDING AND PAINTING. 


The date given at the commencement of each 
paragraph is the latest date when the tender, or 
the names of those willing to submit tenders, 
may be sent in. 

Marcu 7, — Watford. 


~ FENCING, ETC. — For 


fencing and laying-out a new burial ground_at 
Watford for the P.C. Plans, etc., at the office 


of the Surveyor, Mr. J. B. Williams, Moot Hall, 


Daventry. 


Makcu 9. 
extension to mills at Mytholmroyd, 
Ratcliffe Bros. Plans, etc., of Messrs. Jackson 
& Fox, architects, 7, Rawson-street, Halifax. 


Marcu 13. — Cavan. — Resuitpinc.—For the 
erection and completion of va! premises for the 
Anglo Celt Printing Works, Cavan. Plans and 
am Se oo Dana by Mr. P Brady, architect, 

Ballyhaise. 


Marcu 15.—Carmarthen.-—C ARPENTERS’ Work, 

ETC.—For carpenters’, masons’, painters’, and 
pegmbere. weer for the Guardians of Carmarthen 
Union. John Saer, Clerk to the Guardians, 
7, Hall- art Commotion. 
* MarcH —Exeter and Dover.—Repairs, 
ETC.—The Psi oc senile of H.M. Works, etc., 
invite tenders for execution of ordinary works 
and repairs. 

Marcu 18.—Roy Bridge.—Repairs, EtTc.—For 
the mason, carpenter, and slater works of repairs 
und additions to shepherd’s house and offices at 
Glenturret, Roy Bridge. Plans, ete., of Mr. 
Sweton Fraser, Estate Office, ‘Gallovie, Kin- 
gussie. 

No Dare. — Cardiff. 


Mytholmroyd.--ExtTENs1ons.—For 
for Messrs. 


— Extensions.—For the 
erection of extensions io Merthyr House, Cardiff 
Docks. Mr. new Budgen, F.R.1.B.A., 95, St. 
Mary-street, Cardiff. Deposit cheque, £2 Qs. 


No Date.—St. Annes-on-the-Sea.—FLOoRING. 

For wood block floor for the games pavilion, 
225 yds. super. Alternative prices for oak and 
red deal. Concrete foundation provided by the 
U.D.C. Particulars of the Surveyor. 


FURNITURE, MATERIALS, etc. 


Marcu 3. Newport (Mon.).—MAaArTERIALS.— 
Supply to the Corporation of builders’ materials 
for six or twelve months. Tender forms from 
the Borough Engineer’s Office. 


Marc 1H 4, Cardiff. ~TIMBER.—Supply to the 
City of Cardiff E.C. for twelve months of timber 
for manual instruction. Forms and conditions of 
tender from Mr, John J. Jackson, Director of 
Education, City Hall, Cardiff. 


Marcu 4,—Southall-Norwood.— MaATERIALS.— 
Supply to the U.D.C. of. builders’ materials, 
from April 1, 1916, to March 31, 1917. Forms of 
tender, etc., of 1k Reginald Brown, M-Inst.C.E., 
M.1.Mech.E., F.S. ., ete., Engineer and Surveyor 
to the Council, Town Hall, Southall. 


Marcu 6.—Leicester.—MatTerRIALs.—Supply to 
the B.G., for three months ending June 30, 1916, 


of building materials. Forms of tenders at the 
Poor Law Offices, Pocklington’s-walk, Leicester. 


Marcu 7. Batley.- Materiats.—Supply to the 
T.C. of builders’ materials. Forms of tender, 
etc., from the Borough Engineer, Mr. Oscar J. 
Kirby, Town Hall, Batley. 

Marcu 7.—Birkenhead.—Paints, ETc.—Supply 
to the Guardians of Wirral Union of paints, 
colours, oils, ete. Forms of tender of 
J. S. Olive, Clerk, 54, Hamilton- ea. 
Bi rkenhead. 

Marcu 7.—Coventry.— Paints, Etc.—Supply to 
the Guardians of Coventry Union of paints and 
plumbers’ sundries and engineers’ oils. Form of 
tender of Mr. . Evans, Clerk to the 
Guardians, Union Offices, 13, Little Park-street, 
Coventry. 


Marcu 7.—Salford.—Marteriats.—Supply to the 
County Seating of Salford of builders’ materials. 
ages from Borowgh Engineer, Town Hall, 

alfor 


Marcu 7. — Shoreham-by-Sea. — ParntTeRs’ 
MATERIALS.—Supply to the Guardians of Steyn- 
ing Union of painters’ materials for six months. 
Forms of tender of Mr Arthur Flowers, Clerk 
to the Guardians, Union Offices, Shoreham-by- 
Sea, Sussex. 

Marcu 8.—Richmond (freland).—MarTeris.s. 

Supply to the Joint Committee of Management 
of Richmond Asylum and Portrane Asylum of 
building materials, ete. Forms of tender from 
the Storekeeper, Richmond Asylum, Grange- 
gorman 


Marcu 9.—Brentwood.—MarteriALs.—Supply to 
the Committee of Visitors of Brentwood Asylum, 
Brentwood, Essex, of builders’ materials for 
three months, dated March 1, 1916. Forms of 
tender of Mr. W. H. Roscoe, Clerk of the Asylum, 
Brentwood. 


Marcu 9.—Dover.— MATERIALS. _—Supply to the 
Dover Harbour Board of builders’ materials for 
three or six or twelve months from March 31, 
1916. Schedules and conditions of contract, on 
payment of 2s. 6d., from Mr. Martyn Mowll, 
Register of Dover Harbour Board, Castle-street, 
Dover. 

Marcu 9.—Woolwich.—MateriaLs.—Supply to 
the Guardians of the Woolwich Union, for three 
months commencing April 1, 1916, of builders’ 
materials. Forms of tender at the Clerk’s 

Offices, Union Workhouse, Plumstead. 

MarcH 10.—London.--Mareriats.—Supply__to 
the East Ham Corporation of builders’ mi aterials. 
Forms of tender, etc., of Mr. Eustace Wilson, 
Town Clerk, Town Hall, East Ham, 


MARCH E Heston and Isleworth. — 
MArTeRIALS.—Supply to the U.D.C. of builders’ 
materials for the year ending March 31, 1917. 


Forms of tender from Mr. J. G. Sur- 


veyor, get pe House, Hounslow, W. 


Marcu -Rotherham.— MatTERIALS.- 
to the - R of builders’ 
the year ending March 31, 1917. 
etc., of Mr. T >. Collinge, A.M. Inst.C.E.., 
Borough Engineer, Town Halli, Rotherham. 


Marcu 13.—Colne.—MarteriaLs.—Supply to the 
Highways and Sewerage Committee of builders’ 
materials for the year ending March 31, 1917. 
Specification, ete., of the Borough Surveyor, Mr. 
: AF Hartley, Town Hall, Colne, Lancs. 


* Marcn- 13.—London.—Various MarerRIALs, 
ETC.—The City Lands Committee of the Cor: 
poratic on of London invite tenders for supply of 
certain materials, ete. 


Marcu 13.—S8tockport.--—Patnt.—Supply to the 
Guardians of Stockport Union of paint, etc., for 
a period of six months from April 1 next. Forms 
of tender of Mr. Charles F. Johnson, Clerk to the 


Carey, 


-Supply 
materials during 
Specifications, 


ph emaaaa Union Offices, Shaw Heath. Stock- 
port. 
Marcu 13.—Walsall.—MateriaLs.—Supply to 


the R.D.C. of builders’ materials from April] 1, 
1916. to Mareh 31, 1917. Forms of tender of Mr. 
W. P. Young, District pager or, Council Offices, 
Daw-end, Rushall, Walsall. 


Makcu 14.—Brentford.—Mareri1aLs.—Supply to 
the Guardians for a period of six months of 
huilders’ materials. Forms of tender, etc., of Mr. 
F. E. Harmsworth, Clerk to the’ Guardians, 
Union Offices, Isleworth, Middlesex. 


Marcnw 14.—Croydon.—MarTeriaLs.—Supply to 


Guardians of Croydon Union of builders’ 
materials. Tender forms of Mr. Harry List, 
Clerk to the Guardians. Union Offices, Mayday- 


road, Thornton Heath, Surrey. 


Marcu 15.—Exeter.— MArTer1ats.—Supply to the 
City Council of builders’ materials for twelve 
months. Forms of tender, etc., from the City 
Surveyor, Municipal Offices, Exeter. 


Marcn 16.—Larbert.—MArTeriaLs.—Supply to 
the Stirling District Asylum, Larbert, of 
builders’ materials for three, six, and twelve 


months as from April 15, 1916. 
etc., of the Subscriber. 


Forms of tender, 


Marcu 18.—Heywood.—Marteriats.—Supply to 
the Corporation of builders’ ——" jrelre 


months. Specifications, etc of 
Nuttall, Borough Surveyor. 
Marcu 18.—Sheffield.—Ots anp Parnts.— 


Supply to the Guardians of Ecclesal] Bierlow 
Yaee of oil and paints. Tender forms of Mr. 

E. Moulding, Clerk to t Guardians, Union 
Othices, The Edge, Sheffield. 


Marcu _20.—Kent. ladies Supply to the 
Asylums Stanton of the County of Kent of 
builders’ materials. Mr. Francis R. Howlett, 
— to the Committee, 94, King-street, Maid- 
stone. 


Marcu 20.—Lichfield.—Granite, etc.—Supply 
to the R.D.C. of granite, slag, tools, chisaieas 
oils, etc. Forms of tender from Mr. C. 0. 
ren. District Surveyor, Station-road, Lich- 
e 


Marcu 
Supplying the Wor 
and colours from Mareh 31 next. 
tender, ete., of Mr. Albert E. 
Union Office, Flax Bourton. 


No Date.—London.—Mareriats.—Supply to 
the Guardians of Hackney Union of builders’ 
materials. Forms of tender, etc., at_ the 
Guardians’ Offices at the Workhouse, 2, Sidney- 
road, Homerton, N.E. 


No Dare. — Sheffield. 
furnishing the new children’s hospital, 
Bierlow Union. Particulars of Mr. 
Moulding, Clerk to the Guardians, Union Offices, 
The Edge, Sheffield. 


23. — aes Ashton.—TIMBER, ETC.— 
house with timber and oils 
Forms of 


Hicks, Clerk, 


— FURNISHING, — For 
Ecclesall 


ENGINEERING, IRON, AND STEEL. 


Marcu 14.—St. Albans.—SewaGeE DIsTRIBUTORS. 
—For the suppiy, delivery, and erection com- 
plete of five revolving distributors at the Sewage 
Disposal Works, Park-street, near St. Albans, in 
the county a Hertford. Specification, etc., 0 
Mr. H. Howard Humphreys, 28, Victoria- sink 
Westminster, Consulting Engineer to the Cor- 
poration. Deposit, £3 3s. 


Marcu 20.—Faversham.—O1 ENGINE, ETC.— 
Supply to the R.D.C.. of a 25 b.h.p oil engine 
and two sets of pumps, ete., for waterworks at 


Boughton, near Faversham, Kent. Specifica- 
tion, ete., from the Council’s Consulting 
Engineer, Mr. H. Howard Humphreys, 28, Vic- 


toria-street, Westminster. 


ROAD, SANITARY, AND WATER 
WORKS. 


Marcu 4. — Harrow-on-the-Hill. — Tar.—The 
U.D.C. invite tenders for (a) the supply of about 
30,000 gallons of distilled tar; (b) tar painting 

about 40,000 sq. yds. of road surface. Particulars 
from Mr. J. Percy Bennetts, Engineer and Sur- 
veyor to the Council, Council Offices, Harrow. 


Markce 7.—London.—Woop Pavine. Supply- 
ing and laying wood paving along the carriage- 
way in Catford-hill, Catford, from _ Stanstead 


road to Beechfield-road, for the Lewisham B.C, 
Form of tender, etc., at the Town Hall, Catford 
(Surveyor’s Department). 


Supply 


Marcnu 7. —Newmarket.—-MATERIALS. : 
to the R.D.C. of road materials, Tender oy 
of Mr. Fred. J. Blackbourn, Acting Clerk to the 
Council, Deva-chambers, Newmarket. 


Marcn 8. — Hartismere. — GRANITE bing 
Supply to the R.D.C. of granite and pit > ihe 


Mr. Harold Warnes, Solicitor, Clerk to 
Council, Eye, Suffolk. 

Marco 9.—Blairgowrie.—QUuARRYING, ETC 
For quarrying, carting, breaking _met il, > 
ironmongery, oils, ete.,. for the District (© . 
mittee. Schedules of quantities, etc.. F. . 
George Wyllie, Road Surveyor, Perth- 


Blairgowrie. 
Continued on page xv 


‘Those with an asterisk (*) are advertised in this issue,} 
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CONTRACTS CARRIED OUT 
IN SHORTEST PossiBLE TIME 


UNDER GUARANTEE AT: - 
MINIMUM COST: 


EXPERTS IN STEEL CONSTRUCTION 


SPECIALISTS IN 


AERONALITICAL DEPOTS 
oe 
MUNITION FACTORIES. 


ADVICE & ESTIMATES GIVEN AT ONCE 


50 OSNABURGH ST 
REGENTS PARK 
LONDON 
N.W, 


TELEPHONE 1489 MUSEUM. 
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ROADS, etc.—continued from p. 188. 


The date given at the commencement of each 
paragraph is the latest date when the tender, or 
the names of those willing to submit tenders, 
may be sent in. 


Marco 9.—Stafford.—MatTeRIALs, ETC.—Supply 
to the Staffordshire C.C. of road materials, car- 
tage, and tools, for the year ending March 31, 
1917. Specifications, etc., of Mr. James Moncur, 
County Surveyor, County-buildings, Stafford. 

Marcu 10.—Clown.—MarTeri1aL.—Supply to the 
R.D.C. of highway material. Forms of tender, 
etc., of Mr, J. T. Pears, Surveyor, Hollin-hill, 
Clown, Chesterfield. 

Marcu. 10. — Droitwich. — GRANITE, ETC. — 
Supply to the Corporation of granite and slag 
macadam for the year ending March 31, 1917. 
Forms of tender, etc., from Mr. Hy. ulse, 
3orough Surveyor, Town Hall, Droitwich. 

Marcn 11. — Willington.— Roap Metau.— 
Supply to the U.D.C. of road metal. Form of 
tender, etc.. of Mr. J. H. Gardner, Surveyor to 
the Council, Willington, Durham. 

Marcu 11.—Wrexham.—MaAterRIALs.—Supply to 
the R.D.C. of road materials. Forms of tender 
of Mr. Geo. Vernon Price, Interim Clerk to the 


Council, Council Offices, Midland-chambers, 
High-street, Wrexham. 
Marcu 13. — Bedwelity. — LIMESTONE, ETC.'— 


Supply to the U.D.C. of broken limestone and 
gravel, broken basalt or granite and gravel. 
Forms of tender from Mr. Dan H. Price, Sur- 
veyor to the Council, Aberbargoed 

Marcu 13.—Doncaster.—Dross aNp GRANITE, 
ETc.—Supply to the R.D.C. of dross and granite 
and tar for twelve months; also for repair and 
maintenance of the district roads. Specifications, 
etc., of Mr. W._R. Crabtree, Highway Surveyor, 
Union Offices, High-street, Doncaster. 


Marcu 13.—Woodbridge.—Martreri1aLs.—Supply 
to the R.D.C. of road material. Mr, George 
Cook, District Surveyor, Ipswich-road, Wood- 
bridge. 

Marcu 15,—Chorley.—MatrriaLs.—Supply to 
the R.D.C, of road materials for the year ending 
Mareh 31, 1917. Forms of tender from Mr. 
Percival Whalley, Highway Surveyor, Council 
Offices, High-street, Chorley. 


Marcn 16.—Chailey.—MateriALs.—Suppl to 
the R.D.C. of road materials, etc. Sodas of 
tender of Mr. H. Kemp Walls, District Surveyor, 
North Common, Chailey, and of Mr. Charles 
Patrick, Clerk, West-street, Lewes. 


Fluction Sales. 


* Marca &.—Hendon.—Mr, Leslie Raymond 
will sell by auction on the premises, 81, Church- 
road, and Second-avenue, builders’ plant, stock, 
and effects. 
* Marco 9.—West Brompton.—Mr. H. W. 
Smith will sell by auction, on the premises, the 
stock and plant of a builder and decorator. 
* Marco 15.— Deptford.—- Messrs. Jenkins, 
Son, & Webster will sell by auction, on the 
premises, freehold premises and land. 

[Those with an asterisk (*) are advertised in this 
issue. | 
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NEW COMPANIES. 


THE undermentioned particulars of new 
companies recently registered are taken from 
the Daily Register compiled by Messrs. Jordan 
& Sons, Ltd., Company Registration Agents, 
Chancery-lane, W.C. :— 


F. W. Gauntiett & Co., Lrp. (142,812). 
Registered January 24. To carry on _ busi- 
ness of printers, lithographers, typefounders, 
stereotypers, photographic printers, die-sinkers, 
mechanical engineers, builders, painters, water 
supply and gas engineers, electricians, etc. 
Nominal capital, £20,000 in 15,000 £1 Ordinary 
shares and 5,000 £1 “ B” shares. 


H. & E. Lea, Lrp. (142,813), 10, Brewery- 
street, Regent-street, Registered 
January 24. To carry on business of builders, 
contractors, sanitary and electrical engiaeers, 
decorators, plumbers, masons, furnishers, land, 
house, and estate agents, auctioneers, dealers 
in all builders’ requisites, ironmongers, job- 
masters, carriers, etc. Nominal capital, 
£1,000 in 1,000 £1 shares. 





S.-Watsu, Lrp. (142,865), 82, Buchanan- 
street, Blackpool. Registered January 29. 


To carry on business of plumbers, painters, 
glaziers, decorators, sanitary engineers, builders, 
slate merchants, brick and tile manufacturers, 


—— 


dealers in glass, lead, oils, and electrical] fittings 


and appliances of every description. Nomina; 
capital, £1,000 in 1,000 £1 Ordinary shares, 

O. E. Browett & Co., Lrp. (142,873), 
Registered January 31. To carry on business 
of builders and general contractors, property 
repairers, ‘plumbers, painters, decorators 
mechanical, sanitary, gas, hot-water, and 
general engineers, metal workers, iron and 
brass founders,. and dealers in all builders 
requisites, etc. Nominal capital, £5,000 in 
5,000 £1 shares. 

Crort & Perkins, Lrp. (142,893), Empire 
Works, Thornbury, Bradford. Registered 
February 2. To carry on_ business of 
mechanical engineers, manufacturers of engines, 
pulleys, drums, shafting, and other machinery, 
iron and brass founders, builders, painters, 
electrical engineers, gas, water supply engineers, 
and hardware of all kinds. Nominal capital, 
£1,000 in 1,000 £1 shares. 

CHEAM WARREN BUILDING Estate 
CoMPANY, Lrp. (142,914). Registered 
February 4. Nature of business indicated by 
title. Nominal capital, £1,000 in 1,000 ¢] 
shares. 

JAMES Epwarp, Lrp. (142,919), 35, Brook- 
street, Hanover-square, W. Registered 
February 4. To carry on business of manu- 
facturers of and _ dealers’ in furniture, 
upholstery, ironmongery, metal ware, gas, 
electric light, water and sanitary engineers, 
builders, etc. Nominal capital, £9,000 in 
3,000 six per cent. £1 Preference shares, and 
5,000 £1 Ordinary shares, and 10,000 2s. 
Deferred shares. 

C. J. Jornpan & Son, Lrp. (142,936), Monu- 
ment House, 36, High-street, Acton, W. 
Registered February 7. To acquire, take over, 
and carry on business of monumental and 
general masons, constructors, renovators, 
maintainers of vaults, graves, etc., carried on 
by G. C. M. Jordan at above address and 
elsewhere, and carry on business of sawyers 





COMPANY MEETING. 





HUMPHREYS, LIMITED. 


THE 24th Annual General Meeting was 
held on Tuesday last at the Offices of the 
Company, Knightsbridge, S.W., Colonel 
James Charlton Humphreys, the Chairman, 
presiding. 

The Secretary (Mr. A. J. McMillan) having 
read the notice convening the meeting and 
the auditors’ report, 

The Chairman said :-—I trust the result 
of the year’s trading, as shown by the balance- 
sheet and statement of accounts, meets with 
your approval. In moving the adoption of 
the report and balance-sheet for the year 
ended November 30 last, I have to say that 
this year has been one of unceasing activity. 
Notwithstanding the many difficulties we 
have had to contend with, such as a depleted 
staff, labour troubles, almost insurmountable 
difficulties of transport, we have been able 
to satisfactorily carry out the whole of the 
contracts entrusted to us. 

_The turnover for the past year has been the 
biggest in the life of the Company, and at 
least nine-tenths of that turnover represents 
contracts entrusted to us by the Government 
for work in connection with both Services and 
other work connected with the war. While 
the turnover has been exceptionally heavy, 
the percentage of profit has been exceedingly 
low. As regards the net profit for the year, 
you must please bear in mind that this has 
only been attained by a small percentage 
of profit on a very greatly increased turn- 
over obtained by keen competition. This 
fact, we think, should be satisfactory to the 
shareholders. It cannot be said that the 
Company has made abnormal profits on 





account of the war, but that it has worked 
very hard to supply the Government require- 
ments at a very moderate rate of profit. 

A larger distribution of profits could have 
been made. but we are placed in this position, 
that, under the Finance Act No. 2, the Govern- 
ment are entitled to 50 per cent. of our 
profits in excess of the average. This entails 
upon us a very large payment to the Govern- 
ment both in respect of the year ended 
November 30, 1914, and of the year now 
under review. To meet the Government's 
requirements, we considered it imperative 
that a special reserve fufid should be created 
of £20,000, as shown in the balance-sheet. 
You will notice that our reserve and other 
investments have considerably increased. 
This is owing to the conversion of our Consols 
into Four-and-a-half per Cent. War Loan, 
which involved a purchase of that stock 
of about £20,000, bringing the total sum 
invested in all funds to £37,997 8s. Id. 
(market value £34,915), as shown by the 
balance-sheet, which is in excess of our 
reserve fund after writing off £4,717 ]4s. 7d., 
representing the depreciation of our Consols 
at the time of conversion into War Loan. 

Taking everything into consideration, 
I regard the present balance-sheet: as quite 
satisfactory. As regards the future, it is 
very difficult to predict what will happen 
after the war, but so long as the war continues 
we have every reason to believe that we shall 
be fully employed, as is the case at present, in 
carrying out the requirements of the Govern- 
ment, and our activities are not confined 
to this country alone. It must be borne 


in mind that prices of all materials have 
increased enormously and that business 
from our usual private and industrial clients 
can hardly be expected on the same scale 
as hitherto when prices are so high, and it 
has been found necessary to withdraw 
all our catalogue prices. I, however, take 
quite a hopeful view of the future, but it 
must be carefully borne in mind by the 
shareholders of this Company that the 
making of profits greatly depends on securing 
a large turnover at a small rate of profit, 
and that the Government require a share of 
those profits to be paid over to it. Therefore, 
while the shareholders are getting their 
usual dividend, the profits more or less I 
excess of this amount are being provided 
by them towards paying the cost of the war. 
In that sense, you will agree with me that 
we are doing very practical work for the 
State, which should bring its reward in due 
time—perhaps in the near future. 

I beg to declare that the reports and 
accounts, together with a dividend of / per 
cent. per annum on the Preference shares 
and 10 per cent. per annum on the Ordinary 
shares be paid, and £20,000 placed to 
special reserve, and that £10,627, undivided 
profit, be carried forward to next years 
account. 

This was seconded by Mr. Retallic 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. Alfred Back, J.P., the retiring Director, 
was re-elected, and also the Auditors, Messrs. 
Turquand, Youngs, & Co. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman, Directo™, 
and the staff terminated the proceedings. 
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wood workers, builders, dealers in slate, bricks, 
tiles, brick-earth, chalk, sand, etc. Nominal 
capital, £5,000 in 5,000 £1 shares. 

Ricuarp GouLp & Co., Lrp. (143,008), 57, 
James-street, Cardiff. Registered February 14. 
To carry on business of builders, contractors, 
decorators. merchants, and dealers in sand, 
stone, lime, bricks, timber, hardware, and 
other builders’ requisites, miners, importers, 
and exporters, electricians, engineers, genera! 
merchants, ete. Nominal capital, £1,000 in 
1,000 £1 shares. 
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SELECTED PATENTS. 


15.346 of 1914.—John Parsons, jun., and 
Benjamin Claude Andrew : Scaffolding. 

This relates to scaffolding and the like of the 
type comprising metal tubes connected by 
dowels, and comprises, in combination, vertical 
tubular members 5 connected by dowels, and 
cross-bars 1, 1*, oblique stays 13 having eyes 
to engage the dowels, tie-plates 17 secured to 
the wall and engaging the vertical members, 
and adjustable clamps 6 for the lower vertical 
and oblique members to adjust the scaffolding 
to irregularities of the ground. The dowels 



































15,346 of 1914. 


3 are connected to the cross-bars by angle or 
T joints 2, and the lower cross-bars may be 
provided with self-adjusting feet 4. A guard 
rail 14 is secured to the upper members 5 by 
pins 15. Platforms may be formed by placing 
hoards across the bars 1. Material is retained 
upon the platforms by boards 17* held in 
place by clips 16 having holes to receive the 
vertical members and formed with bent tongues 
16, 16". The sections of the scaffolding may 
be swung about the vertical members to conform 
to the contour of the building. 

16,730 of 1914.—Frank Wilford Mellowes 
and Herbert Faulston: Glazing roofs. 
_ This relates to a method of glazing roofs 
in which overlapping ends of metal glazing- 
bars are spaced apart by wood distance- 
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16,730 of 1914, 


THE BUILDER. 


pieces D which rest on the purlins A and may 


be provided with flashing strips G with flanges 
G' bearing against the underside of the 
adjacent glass panes. The glazing-bars are 
secured to the purlins by hooked bolts F, 
engaging flanges or projections on the lower 
edge of the purlins, and bolts and nuts C or 
other known connections. 


19,760 of 1914.—David Thomas: Excavating 
and like machines. 

This relates to an excavating, dredging, or 
quarrying machine having an endless travelling 
chain of buckets 4 carried by an arm made 
in two parts 5, 8, pivoted together and sup- 
ported by a pivot 6 and by .tackle 18, which 
passes over pulleys 19 on ‘a frame of jib 17. 
The material is discharged through a hollow 
king-post 10, which forms the connection 














19,760 of 1914. 


— 


between the upper carriage 7 supporting the 
jib and the lower carriage 11 running on wheels 
15 and made saddle-shaped so as to pass over 
a truck, etc., to receive the material. The 
upper carriage may turn on wheels about the 
post 10. The gear-wheel 31 for the chain of 
buckets, and the shaft 29 for the drums 20 to 
which the lifting-tackle is connected, are both 
criven from the main shaft by spur and worm 
gearing. Suitable clutches connect the drums 
20 with their shaft. 

19,819 of 1914.—George Henry Stanbridge : 
Emergency-exit fastenings. 

This relates to emergency-exit fastenings 
in which a sliding bolt 17 is connected by a 
lever 21 on an intermediate pivot I8 to a 




















19,819 of 1914. 


toggle linkage 26, 27, so as to be drawn when 
the linkage is straightened by pressure on the 
plate 29 at the joint. The arms of the inter- 
mediate lever 21 engage flared slots in the 
bolt and toggle. Ribs 21*, 21° on the lever 
and casing keep the lever in one plane. 


20,061 of 1914.—Charles William Tonks, 
Enoch Tonks, and George Arthur Tonks 
(trading as Enoch Tonks & Sons): Door 


latches. 

This relates to a cylinder door latch B for 
operation from the outside by a key inserted in 
a cylinder H, through the medium of a runner 
plate F mounted to slide on a slotted division 
plate D within the lock casing. The latch 
is operated from inside by a follower c on a 
handle C, and from outside by a string f' on 
the runner plate F, which is itself operated by 
an arm h! on the cylinder H under the control 
of the usual lever or levers G. An additional 
lever J, also operated by the arm h', and 
controlled by a spring-pressed pawl K, serves 


189 


to lock the latch B, when shot, by a projection 
j' thereon engaging a stump 6 on the latch 
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20,061 of 1914. 


An ordinary night latch 
adapted as a cylinder latch. 


20,463 of 1914.—Wallace Clement Sabine 
and Rafael Guastavino: Sound-deadening in 
buildings. 

This relates to a sound-absorbing wall oi 
ceiling surface consisting of porous ceramic 
tiles 2 secured by cement to the main structure 
1, with or without the interposition of hollow 
blocks 3. The pores of the tiles 2 are exposed 
at the surface. The tiles are formed from 
clay 25 per cent., vegetable-bearing carth 65 
per cent., and a flux such as feldspar .10 


may similarly be 





per cent., the materials being pulverised 
“Uf fi Lewdi 
A> 
UY, LTR 3 
‘ 
> “3 
N 
Yj g 
N 
N 
/- aT is 
ALi 
‘el: 
Oh 
a 
YU: Cal 
20,463 of 1914. 
and mixed in a slightly moist condition 
then screened with a screen having about 
sixteen meshes to an inch. The powdered 


material is next pressed in moulds to 
cause the particles to cohere, and, to prevent 
the closing of the pores in the pressing, finely 
pulverised vegetable-bearing earth is sprinkled 
on the bottom of the mould or on the upper 
face of the material in the mould, whichever 
forms the exposed face of the tile. The blanks 
are then dried and burned in a kiln, the tem- 
perature of which is raised gradually to about 
2,100 deg. Fahr., and then slowly cooled. 


21,092 of 1914.—August Edward Eilertsen : 
Flushing drains. 


This relates to a nozzle 13 having a constricted 
outlet 14, and secured in the wall of a soil 




















21,092 of 1914. 


waste or other drain-pipe by a nut 12, The 
outer end is adapted for connection to a high- 
pressure hose-pipe. The nozzle may be turned 
into the reverse position shown by dotted lines, 





